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Landscape and urBan 
character study
The Toowoomba Region Landscape and Urban 
Character Study (TRLUCS) is comprised of two parts:

• Part B1: Landscape Character Study; and 
• Part B2: Urban Character Study.

Cover Image: Elevated view near Wyreema 
Jessica Stannard - First place 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition 2021
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executive summary 
Rich Traditions 
The Toowoomba Region has a rich and 
varied landscape built on its natural 
features and the enduring legacy of its 
history and development. This has resulted 
in the diverse character of the landscapes 
and settlements across the Toowoomba 
Region that residents and visitors alike 
enjoy today. These range from the majesty 
of the forested Toowoomba escarpment 
and distinctive landmark mountains 
scattered across the Toowoomba 
Region to the secluded landscapes of 
the Condamine River and the regionally 
important farmland its floodplain supports 
that stretches as far as the eye can see.

Within this context, Toowoomba’s 
settlements range from peaceful rural 
towns, many with unique traditional 
character buildings, through to the vibrant 
and ‘hip’ townscape of Toowoomba City, 
where colourful murals in laneways located 
amongst some of South East Queensland’s 
most significant heritage buildings are 
delightfully juxtaposed with formal tree-
lined boulevards and regionally significant 
parks - often with dramatic lookouts. 

This Toowoomba Regional Landscape 
and Urban Character Study (TRLUCS), 
commissioned by Toowoomba Regional 
Council, seeks to systematically identify 
and describe these variations in landscape 
character across the Toowoomba Region, 
seeking to capture the key differences 
that define the landscape. The assessment 
seeks to present a fully integrated view 
of the landscape, incorporating all the 
features and attributes that contribute to 
the special and distinctive character of the 
Toowoomba Region. These include the 
physical, ecological, cultural and historic 
and forces that have shaped the visual 
fabric and perception of the present day 
landscape. The assessment presented in 
this study identifies and describes:

• Thirteen (13) different Landscape 
Character Types (LCTs) with their 
associated fifty-three (53) Landscape 
Character Areas (LCAs).

• Each of the key settlements of 
Toowoomba Region including 
Toowoomba City and thirty-two (32) 
regional towns located across the 
Toowoomba Region. 

Bold Ambitions 
Landscape and townscapes inevitably 
continue to change in response to a 
wide range of factors such as population 
growth, changes in the rural economy, 
infrastructure development (including 
new forms such as wind or solar energy 
developments) and climatic variation. 
For this reason, this study does not 
stop at describing and appreciating 
the character of the rural and urban 
landscapes of the Toowoomba Region. 
Importantly, the study goes on to identify 
the key pressures with potential to affect 
landscapes in the future and to consider 
key elements that need to be considered 
and, where possible, protected to maintain 
the character elements valued by the 
community. The values placed on different 
landscapes have been determined both 
through professional evaluation and with 
reference to the findings of a ‘scenic 
preference survey’ (described in Part C) 
undertaken by both residents and visitors. 
On the basis of these findings, we can 
boldly and confidently map a future for 
the Toowoomba Region that enables 
landscapes to continue to evolve and 
communities to thrive while protecting the 
landscape and townscape characteristics 
that people cherish for generations to 
come. 
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The landscape and urban character assessment process 
The Toowoomba Region contains a diverse array of landscapes, 
from elevated peaks and ridgelines associated with the Great 
Dividing Range to flat alluvial floodplains and valleys. This study 
seeks to identify and describe these variations in landscape 
character across the Toowoomba Region. 

Protection and management of landscape character and scenic 
amenity are essential to maintain a sense of community identity, 
sense of place, promote stewardship of environmental and heritage 
values and support the physical and mental health of residents. 
However, character and scenic values are often seen as subjective, 
which can make them harder to incorporate into planning policy 
frameworks than other more easily quantifiable values.

Internationally, many approaches to the identification and 
management of landscape and character values in urban, peri-
urban, rural and natural landscapes have been applied, often in 
tandem with natural and heritage landscape protection. These 
range from the designation of protected landscape zones, views 
and viewsheds on overlay mapping through to performance-
based policies that require potential developers to demonstrate 
an acceptable level of impact on the character of pre-defined 
character zones or views. These approaches can differ across a 
range of scales and landscape types. 

Within Australia a variety of methods exist, drawing on 
international and local methodologies and approaches. Landscape 
Character Assessment techniques typically draw upon the 
techniques first described in Landscape Character Assessment 
Guidance for England and Scotland (Swanwick, C. and Land Use 
Consultants on behalf of The Countryside Agency and Scottish 
Natural Heritage, 2002). This approach takes a broad view of the 
elements of landscape:

Landscape is about the relationship between people 
and place. It provides the setting for our day-to-
day lives. The term does not mean just special or 
designated landscapes and it does not only apply to 
the countryside. Landscape can mean a small patch 
of urban wasteland as much as a mountain range, 
and an urban park as much as an expanse of lowland 
plain. It results from the way that different components 
of our environment - both natural (the influences of 
geology, soils, climate, flora and fauna) and cultural 
(the historical and current impact of land use, 
settlement, enclosure and other human interventions) 
- interact together and are perceived by us.
The purpose of this assessment is to provide an understanding of 
the diverse range of landscape character types that occur across 
the Toowoomba Region, their key features, qualities, vulnerabilities 
- and any forces for change or issues requiring consideration
through amendments to local planning and policy.

To achieve this, the methodology for this study divides landscapes 
into Landscape Character types (LCTs) and Landscape Character 
Areas (LCAs) – described in more detail below.

This approach is now widely assimilated and adapted as the basis 
of landscape planning frameworks across Australia including 
Visual Landscape Planning in Western Australia (Western 
Australian Planning Commission, 2007), Guideline for landscape 
character and visual impact assessment EIA practice note EIA-No4 
(NSW Government, 2018) and has been drawn upon for a range of 
assessments to inform planning schemes within Queensland. 

In addition to landscape character frameworks, scenic amenity 
values are also a key consideration. The South East Queensland 
Regional Plan (2009) established a methodology for the 
protection of regional landscape values and amenity across SEQ – 
Implementation Guideline No 8: Identifying and protecting scenic 
amenity values - which endures in ShapingSEQ (2017).

The values of Toowoomba Region are already partially recognised 
through a range of public documents including the Toowoomba 
Region Scenic Amenity Assessment (2009), scenic amenity 
overlays within the TRPS, and the ambitions of the Toowoomba 
Region Green Infrastructure Strategy (2019) and other documents. 
Similarly, the critical overlap between issues of ‘character’, ‘scenic 
amenity’ and ‘heritage’ is reflected in the Toowoomba City 
Centre Heritage Review – Local Heritage Places (2013) and The 
Toowoomba House – Styles and History (2000), among other 
studies. This study builds upon existing information to ensure it is 
contemporary, relevant and captures all required values. 

Key stages of the methodology adopted for this study are: 

Stage A: Project Initiation and desktop assessment

This stage involved the collation and review of background 
documentation provided by Council for the purpose of this study. 
This stage also involved the collation and mapping of a wide range 
of existing information on the characteristics of the Toowoomba 
landscape from sources including baseline maps of geology, 
topography, soils, hydrology. Throughout the study GIS was used 
as the tool for collating and presenting spatial data, as well as 
baseline GIS mapping of key landscape and scenic elements 
within the Toowoomba Region. Key tasks in Stage A included:

• Collation and preliminary background documentation review
• Preliminary GIS Mapping of key landscape and scenic elements
• Preliminary heritage assessment
• Preliminary community information gathering, including

a photography competition to understand things that the
community enjoy about the Toowoomba landscape (it is noted
that many of the photography competition winners and other
entrants are included in this report).

Stage B: Field survey 

This stage involved the development of baseline characterisation 
mapping (LCTs) for field verification, and a field survey to ground 
truth the preliminary mapping and visit the settlements within the 
Toowoomba Region. The field survey was conducted over a total 
of 14 days across seven separate trips on:

• 19th - 21st October 2020
• 10th - 12th November 2020
• 26th - 27th November 2020
• 12th - 14th January 2021

Field survey assessment limitations relating to the timing of field 
survey work included: 

• Temporal impacts within the landscape that influence the
landscape character e.g. dry drought conditions versus green
landscapes after rain and recent evidence of bushfire or flood.

• Seasonal variations within the landscape e.g. flowering trees or
fallow fields.

• Variations in weather e.g. sunny days versus overcast days.
• Variations in the time of day and resultant quality of lighting (e.g.

golden hour).

• 16th February 2021
• 28th March 2021
• 6th May 2021

introduction 
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Sunset near Felton  
Image: Bradley Woodcock - runner up 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition 2021
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Stage C: Classification and description

This stage involved the assessment and refinement of mapping of the identified LCTs and LCAs and the description of the identified 
LCTs, LCAs and key settlements within the Toowoomba Region. For the purpose of this study, LCTs and LCAs are described as follows:

Landscape character types (LCTs): These are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous in character. They are generic 
in nature in that they may occur in different areas in different parts of the country or State, but wherever they occur they share broadly 
similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns, vegetation and historical land use and settlement pattern.

Landscape character areas (LCAs): These are single unique areas and are the discrete geographical areas of a particular landscape 
type. Each has its own individual character and identity, even though it shares the same generic characteristics with other areas of the 
same type.

The hierarchy in Toowoomba Region comprises: 

• National: Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation (IBRA)
• Regional: Landscape Character Types

• Local: Toowoomba Landscape Character Areas

Based on this approach the following Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas have been identified, which are 
described in Part B1: Landscape Character Assessment:

Landscape Character Type (LCT) Landscape Character Area(s) (LCA)

LCT A: Elevated Ridges and Plateaus LCA A1 Great Dividing Range (north)
LCA A2 Cooyar Range 
LCA A3 Blackbutt Range

LCA A4 Hampton to Ravensbourne
LCA A5 Toowoomba Settled Range
LCA A6 Great Dividing Range (south)

LCT B: Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands LCA B1 Quinalow
LCA B2 Brymaroo

LCA B3 Kingsthorpe, Pittsworth and Clifton

LCT C: Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines LCA C1 Bloodwood Hill
LCA C2 Turkey Hill and Boah Peak
LCA C3 Kelvinhaugh Hills
LCA C4 Kingsthorpe, Gowrie 
and Goombungee Hills
LCA C5 The Sugar Loaf
LCA C6 Gowrie Mountain
LCA C7 Gowrie Junction Hill
LCA C8 Wellcamp Hills
LCA C9 Sugarloaf

LCA C10 Bunkers Hill
LCA C11 Mount Irving
LCA C12 Mount Maria and Bald Hill
LCA C13 Mount Haystack
LCA C14 Pittsworth Hills
LCA C15 Greenmount Hills (north)
LCA C16 Greenmount Hills (south)
LCA C17 Ascot Hills
LCA C18 Pilton Hills

LCT D: Forested Sandstone Hills with Outcrops LCA D1 Goombungee Hills

LCT E: Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys LCA E1 Cooyar Creek
LCA E2 Emu Creek
LCA E3 Maronghi Creek and Ivory Creek

LCA E4 Cressbrook Creek
LCA E5 Ma Ma Creek

LCT F: Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor LCA F1 Condamine River
LCA F2 Hodgson Creek
LCA F3 Kings Creek

LCA F4 Oakey Creek
LCA F5 Myall Creek

LCT G: Alluvial Floodplain and Valley Floor Cropland LCA G1 Condamine River
LCA G2 Oakey Creek

LCA G3 Myall Creek

LCT H Shelving Alluvial Farmland Mosaic LCA H1 Cecil Plains and Millmerran

LCT I: Forested and Grazed Traprock 
and Sandstone Hills

LCA I1 Stonehenge
LCA I2 Ellangowan

LCA I3 Sandy Camp

LCT J Open Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic LCT J1 Bringalilly

LCT K Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines LCA K1 Captains Mountain 
and Commodore Peak

LCA K2 Mount Domville and Mount Emlyn
LCA K3 Pine Hill

LCT L Elevated Undulating Native Forests LCA L1 Western Creek and Dunmore
LCA L2 Millmerran Downs

LCA L3 Wondul Range and Bulli

LCT M Enclosed Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic LCA M1 Cattle Creek and Dunmore LCA M2 Western Creek and Bulli Creek

Table 2: Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas within the Toowoomba Region
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In addition to the Landscape Character Assessment, the following settlements within the Toowoomba Region are described in  
Part B2: Urban Character Assessment. They have been grouped into four categories based on their geographical location, as follows: 

Stage D: Outcomes 

This stage involved consideration of the implications of the characterisation process. Key tasks included:

• Consideration of current forces for change operating in each
LCT/LCA and settlement that may have impacts on existing
identified character values.

• Identification of key issues and strategies for each LCT/LCA and
settlement.

• Prioritisation of landscape protection based on identified valued
characteristics and feedback from the public scenic preference
study.

• Consideration of planning options to assist in protecting
identified landscape character values going forward.

The findings of this stage are considered in combination with the Toowoomba Regional Scenic Amenity Study (TRSAS) and are presented 
in Part D.

Toowoomba Railway - Image: Dylan Robins - highly commended 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition 2021

Region Settlement 

Central region • Toowoomba City
• Highfields
• Cabarlah

• Cambooya
• Gowrie (Gowrie Junction
• Kingsthorpe

• Meringandan
• Meringandan West
• Westbrook

• Wyreema

Northern region • Crows Nest
• Yarraman
• Cooyar

• Haden
• Hampton
• Goombungee

• Kulpi
• Maclagan
• Peranga

• Quinalow

Southern region • Clifton • Greenmount • East Greenmount • Nobby
Western region • Oakey

• Millmerran
• Pittsworth

• Bowenville
• Brookstead
• Cecil Plains

• Jondaryan
• Mount Tyson
• Southbrook

Table 3: Classification of settlements described within the Toowoomba Region
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Landscape character 
study
The following section contains a landscape 
character assessment that describes the 
diverse range of Landscape Character Types 
(LCTs) and Landscape Character Areas 
(LCAs) that occur across the Toowoomba 
Region, their key features and qualities. 
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Landscape character of the toowoomba region 

Landscape Character Types
This study has identified thirteen 
landscape character types (LCTs) across 
the Toowoomba Region, as shown on 
Figure 11. 

A summary table identifying the key 
features of each LCT and detailed 
assessment of LCT is provided below. 

Landscape Character Areas 
The thirteen landscape character types 
have, where appropriate, been subdivided 
into landscape character areas (LCAs), as 
shown on Figure 12. 

This is in order to identify geographically 
unique areas and discuss the subtle 
variances in landscape character that 
occur, although they share the same 
generic characteristics with other areas of 
the same landscape character type (LCT).

Landscape Character Areas

• LCA A1 Great Dividing Range (north)
• LCA A2 Cooyar Range
• LCA A3 Blackbutt Range
• LCA A4 Hampton to Ravensbourne
• LCA A5 Toowoomba Settled Range
• LCA A6 Great Dividing Range (south)
• LCA B1 Quinalow
• LCA B2 Brymaroo
• LCA B3 Kingsthorpe, Pittsworth and Clifton
• LCA C1 Bloodwood Hill
• LCA C2 Turkey Hill and Boah Peak
• LCA C3 Kelvinhaugh Hills
• LCA C4 Kingsthorpe, Gowrie and Goombungee Hills
• LCA C5 The Sugar Loaf
• LCA C6 Gowrie Mountain
• LCA C7 Gowrie Junction Hill
• LCA C8 Wellcamp Hills
• LCA C9 Sugarloaf
• LCA C10 Bunkers Hill
• LCA C11 Mount Irving
• LCA C12 Mount Maria and Bald Hill
• LCA C13 Mount Haystack
• LCA C14 Pittsworth Hills
• LCA C15 Greenmount Hills (north)
• LCA C16 Greenmount Hills (south)
• LCA C17 Ascot Hills
• LCA C18 Pilton Hills

• LCA F1 Condamine River
• LCA F2 Hodgson Creek
• LCA F3 Kings Creek
• LCA F4 Oakey Creek
• LCA F5 Myall Creek
• LCA G1 Condamine River
• LCA G2 Oakey Creek
• LCA G3 Myall Creek
• LCA H1 Cecil Plains and Millmerran
• LCA I1 Stonehenge
• LCA I2 Ellangowan
• LCA I3 Sandy Camp
• LCT J1 Bringalilly
• LCA K1 Captains Mountain and Commodore Peak
• LCA K2 Mount Domville and Mount Emlyn
• LCA K3 Pine Hill
• LCA L1 Western Creek and Dunmore
• LCA L2 Millmerran Downs
• LCA L3 Wondul Range and Bulli
• LCA M1 Cattle Creek and Dunmore
• LCA M2 Western Creek and Bulli Creek

• LCA D1 Goombungee Hills
• LCA E1 Cooyar Creek
• LCA E2 Emu Creek
• LCA E3 Maronghi Creek and Ivory Creek
• LCA E4 Cressbrook Creek
• LCA E5 Ma Ma Creek
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Figure 12: Landscape Character Types (LCTs) 
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Figure 13: Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) 
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Landscapes associated with the Great Dividing Range
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Code Name Typical Character Image Landform/Elevation Dominant Geology Major Soils

LCT A Elevated 
Ridges and 
Plateaus 

Steep hilly to sub-
mountainous basaltic 
uplands - includes 
ridges, plateaus and 
steep mid to upper 
slopes and crests 
of undulating rises 
and rolling low hills

Main Range 
Volcanics and 
Marburg Subgroup

Major soils 
include vertosols, 
tenosols, sodosols 
and ferrosols. 

LCT B Open 
Undulating 
Farmed 
Basaltic 
Uplands

Gently undulating 
rises and rolling 
low hills

Main Range 
Volcanics, Marburg 
Subgroup and 
Walloon Subgroup 

Major soils are 
vertosols, while 
sodosols and 
chromosols 
also occur.

LCT C Darling Downs 
Forested 
Peaks and 
Ridgelines

Steep hills, mountains 
and slopes of basalt 
hills and mesas

Main Range Volcanics Major soils 
are vertosols. 
Chromosols occur to 
a very limited extent.

LCT D Forested 
Sandstone 
Hills with 
Outcrops

Gently undulating 
plains and crests 
and hillslopes of 
undulating rises and 
low to moderately 
high hills with some 
steep slopes, scarps 
and sandstone ridges

Marburg Subgroup Major soils are 
sodosols, while 
some instances 
of chromosols 
also occur.

LCT E Steeply 
Undulating 
Foothills and 
Valleys 

Rolling hills to steep, 
sub-mountainous 
landscapes and 
lower-lying, flat 
valley floors

Highly variable, 
includes 
metamorphics, 
granites and 
sedimentary rocks 
(refer LCT E detailed 
assessment)

Major soils are 
tenosols and 
sodosols, while 
smaller areas of 
vertosols and 
ferrosols also occur. 

LCT F Alluvial 
Floodplain 
Riparian 
Corridor

Watercourses, 
drainage lines and 
associated terraces

Quaternary alluvium Major soils are 
vertosols. 

LCT G Alluvial 
Floodplain and 
Valley Floor 
Cropland

Broad, flat to gently 
undulating plains 
and gently sloping 
valley floors 

Quaternary alluvium Major soils are 
vertosols, while 
chromosols and 
dermosols also occur 
but to a lesser extent. 

Landscape Character Types - summary table 
Table 4: Landscape Character Types summary table 
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Code Name Typical Character Image Landform/Elevation Dominant Geology Major Soils

LCT H Shelving 
Alluvial 
Farmland 
Mosaic

Flat to gently 
undulating plains 
to low rises

Quaternary alluvium 
and Kumbarilla beds

Major soils 
include sodosols 
and kurosols.

LCT I Forested 
and Grazed 
Traprock and 
Sandstone 
Hills

Rises and undulating 
to low hilly terrain on 
broad gently sloping 
to flat areas, with 
low often gravel-
strewn ridges and 
small hilly areas of 
rock outcrops

Marburg Subgroup 
and Texas beds 

Major soils include 
sodosols, as well 
as small areas 
of vertosols and 
tenosols. 

LCT J Open Elevated 
Undulating 
Farmland 
Mosaic

Gently undulating 
plains and dissected 
low hills, rises 
and ridges

Quaternary alluvium 
and Kumbarilla beds

Major soils 
include vertosols, 
sodosols, tenosols 
and rudosols.

LCT K Brigalow Belt 
Forested 
Peaks and 
Ridgelines 

Steep hills, mountains 
and hillslopes 

Main Range 
Volcanics, Kumbarilla 
beds and granite 
(PRg-MG unit)

Major soils include 
vertosols, while 
some areas of 
sodosols also occur. 

LCT L Elevated 
Undulating 
Native Forests 

Gently undulating 
plains, dissected low 
hills and ranges, with 
ridges and 'jump-ups'

Kumbarilla beds Major soils 
include sodosols, 
kurosols, tenosols 
and rudosols, 
while chromosols 
also occur.

LCT M Enclosed 
Elevated 
Undulating 
Farmland 
Mosaic

Flat to gently 
undulating plains 
with some low hills, 
ridges and 'jump-ups'

Quaternary alluvium 
and Kumbarilla beds

Major soils include 
vertosols, sodosols 
and rudosols.
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Landscape Character Transects
Three illustrative transects (with an exaggerated vertical scale) have been developed to 
communicate the three major highway experiences of the Toowoomba Region. These 
routes were selected on the basis of the high number of viewers that experience these 
journeys, including tourists and visitors to the Toowoomba Region. 

These highways include key links in national scenic routes (Warrego Way, Adventure Way 
and Australia's Country Way) and well as several other regional and local scenic routes. 

Gore Highway (A39) Transect
The transect below depicts the variation in landscape character experienced in a journey 
from west to east along the Gore Highway (A39) towards Toowoomba City. 

Legend

Toowoomba Local Government Area 
State Roads 
Urban Areas 
LCT A Elevated Ridges and Plateaus 
LCT B Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands
LCT C Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines
LCT D Forested Sandstone Hills with Outcrops
LCT E Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys 

Legend

LCT F Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor
LCT G Alluvial Floodplain and Valley Floor Cropland
LCT H Shelving Alluvial Farmland Mosaic
LCT I Forested and Grazed Traprock and Sandstone Hills
LCT J Open Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic
LCT K Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines 
LCT L Elevated Undulating Native Forests 
LCT M Enclosed Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic
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Warrego Highway (A2) Transect
The transect below depicts the variation in landscape character experience in a journey 
from west to east along the Warrego Highway (A2) towards Toowoomba City. 

Legend

Toowoomba Local Government Area 
State Roads 
Urban Areas 
LCT A Elevated Ridges and Plateaus 
LCT B Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands
LCT C Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines
LCT D Forested Sandstone Hills with Outcrops
LCT E Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys 

Legend

LCT F Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor
LCT G Alluvial Floodplain and Valley Floor Cropland
LCT H Shelving Alluvial Farmland Mosaic
LCT I Forested and Grazed Traprock and Sandstone Hills
LCT J Open Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic
LCT K Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines 
LCT L Elevated Undulating Native Forests 
LCT M Enclosed Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic
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The transect below depicts the journey from North to South along the New England  
Highway via Toowoomba City. 
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Lct a: eLevated ridges and pLateaus
Key landscape character attributes 

Natural landscape elements
• Partially cleared and highly fragmented, with some areas of contiguous vegetation 

typically associated with protected areas or areas that are steep and some large areas 
of high-value regrowth vegetation. 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by eucalypt woodlands and open forests, with areas 
of dry rainforests and scrubs and some areas of wet eucalypt open forests in the vicinity 
of Crows Nest, Hampton and Ravensbourne (DES, 2020).

• Steep hilly to sub-mountainous basaltic uplands, which includes ridges, plateaus and steep 
mid to upper slopes and crests of undulating rises and rolling low hills (0-45%+ slope). 

• Elevated landscapes associated with the Great Dividing Range, Cooyar Range, 
Blackbutt Range, Anduramba Range and Main Range, generally situated between 
550m-750m AHD, with elevations of up to 960m AHD in the north near the Bunya 
Mountains and up to 990m AHD in the south near Main Range NP and Glen Rock SF 
(which sit adjacent the Toowoomba Region). Mount Mocatta (825m AHD) and Mount 
Perseverance (807m AHD) are the highest peaks within the Toowoomba Region. 

• Soils vary across this LCT dependent upon the underlying parent material. Major soils 
include vertosols, tenosols, sodosols and ferrosols. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of urban and rural residential 

areas associated with settlements and isolated rural homesteads. 
• Contains Toowoomba, Highfields, Haden, Hampton, Cabarlah, Meringandan and 

Meringandan West, several of which are experiencing urban growth and expansion. 
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetations, with 

some areas of intensive agriculture, such as cropping, pastures and horticulture on 
either steep slopes, plateaus or areas of alluvium, while forestry is a significant industry 
with large areas of plantations, predominantly Hoop pine (Araucaria cunninghamii) and 
some exotic pine, as well as managed native forests (DES, 2020).

• Key roads that traverse this landscape include the Warrego Highway (A2), New England 
Highway (A3), Toowoomba Connection Road (A21), Bridge Street (A21), Toowoomba-
Athol Road (A139), Oakey-Cooyar Road (SR68), Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80) and Esk-
Hampton Road (SR85). 

• The now dismantled Cooyar Branch Railway was constructed to connect Oakey to 
Cooyar and support rural development within the area (TRC, 2020). 

• Contains dam infrastructure associated with Lake Perseverance and Cooby Dam.
• Parts of this LCT are traversed by high voltage electricity transmission lines, while 

telecommunications infrastructure is sometimes evident. 

Key landmarks and features
• Iconic tree species including Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii) and Hoop Pine (Araucaria 

cunninghamii).
• Bald hills and plateaus that have been cleared to facilitate agricultural land uses. 
• National parks, including The Palms NP and Ravensbourne NP which are tourism 

attractors and offer outdoor recreation opportunities.
• State forests that support plantation forestry with limited formal recreation opportunities. 
• Contains the State Heritage listed Muntapa Tunnel (State of Queensland, 2016).

Location of LCT A within the Toowoomba Region 

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
northern and eastern parts of the 
Toowoomba Region, associated with the 
elevated ridges, plateaus and mid to upper 
slopes of hills that are part of the Great 
Dividing Range, Cooyar Range, Blackbutt 
Range, Anduramba Range and Main 
Range. 

This LCT is bounded to the south and west 
by LCT B, and to the north and east by 
LCT D. A small area southwest of Haden 
interfaces with LCT M. 

There are six LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Great Dividing Range (north) Elevated 
Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A1)

• Cooyar Range Elevated Ridges and 
Plateaus (LCA A2)

• Blackbutt Range Elevated Ridges and 
Plateaus (LCA A3)

• Hampton to Ravensbourne Elevated 
Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A4)

• Toowoomba Settled Range Elevated 
Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A5)

• Great Dividing Range (south) Elevated 
Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A6)
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Muntapa Tunnel, a State Heritage Listed railway 
tunnel near Cooyar

Bunya Pines (Araucaria bidwillii) are a key 
feature of this area and parts of the Toowoomba 
Region

Elevated views across the surrounding 
landscape are a key feature of this area

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Vegetated peaks, elevated ridges, plateaus and hills, waterways and large water supply 

dams such as Lake Cooby that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or 
high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). 

• These finding are supported by the Scenic Amenity Study undertaken by Conics for 
Council in 2009 which identified the 'north eastern ranges' and Lake Cooby as having 
regionally significant scenic amenity value.

• Panoramic and glimpsed views towards surrounding landscape types and other parts 
of this landscape type contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT, particularly views 
towards landscapes associated with LCT B, LCT C and LCT E. 

• Views towards landscapes within other LGAs, including the Bunya Mountains (which are 
not within the Toowoomba Region but do contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT). 

Scenic lookouts and routes 
• The national Adventure Way, Warrego Way, Australia’s Country Way and local Open 

Plains Country Drive, Great Bunya, High Country, Spring Bluff, Farmers Country, Dams 
Tour and Steele Rudd scenic routes traverse (or begin within) this LCT. 

• This LCT contains a large number of scenic lookouts that provide broad expansive views 
across the surrounding landscape (including landscapes within adjacent LGAs) including, 
Haden Lookout, Gus Beutel Lookout and several lookouts near Toowoomba such as 
Mount Kynoch; Lions Scenic View Rest Area; Mount Lofty; Katoomba Point; Prince 
Henry Drive; Redwood Park; Jubilee; Bill Gould's; Picnic Point; Tobruk Drive; Lockyer; 
Flagstone Creek; Panoramic Drive; South Summit; North Summit; Westbrook, Drayton 
and Stephens lookouts. 

• Esk-Hampton Road (SR85), which is part of the Dams Tour scenic route and an identified 
motorcycle road is a local gateway to the Toowoomba Region from the Somerset region. 

•  Kingaroy-Cooyar Road, Nukku Road Esk-Hampton Road (SR85) and Collingwood Road 
all provide other minor gateways to the Toowoomba Region. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Provides expansive open views across surrounding landscapes. 
• Due to its elevation, this LCT provides a visual boundary between the Darling Downs 

and the Brisbane and Lockyer valleys. 

Heritage elements 
Queensland Heritage Register

• Argyle Homestead, Geham (600436)
• Muntapa Tunnel, Cooyar (602594)
• Pechey Forestry Arboretum, Pechey (601882) 
• Main Range Railway, Murphys Creek (601480)
• Swansons Rail Bridge, Ballard (600871) 
Heritage Places (Toowoomba Regional Planning Scheme)

• 0 and 9618 New England Highway (A2), Geham (2/GEH/0069-0070 and 2/CAB/0009) 
• 94 Peachy Forestry Road, Pechey (2/PEC/0146) 
Register of the National Estate (non-statutory archive) 

• Escarpment and Foot Hills of Great Dividing Range at Toowoomba. 

Elevated roads within LCT A provide expansive views across the region
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Landscape Character Areas 

Great Dividing Range (north) Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A1)
This area contains elevated landscapes, including plateaus and plateau remnants 
associated with the crests of the Great Dividing Range to the north of Highfields. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of basalt associated with the Main 
Range Volcanics, and to a lesser extent arenite-mudrock associated with the Marburg 
Subgroup. A small area of agglomerate and tuff (including some small areas of rhyolite) 
occurs near Fair Hill (748m AHD), whilst small outcrops of tertiary sediments also occur 
(e.g. near Wutul) (State of Queensland, 2016). 

• The range forms the boundary between the Condamine River and Brisbane River 
catchments, and includes the headwaters of Emu Creek which drain to the northeast 
and are part of the Upper Brisbane River catchment, as well as the headwaters of Myall 
Creek and Oakey Creek which drain to the west and are within the Condamine River 
catchment. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically lower than other parts of the LCT, and is typically between 
700 and 750 mm/yr along the Great Dividing Range, with areas to the northeast of the 
range receiving more rainfall than areas to the southwest. 

• Major soils include shallow, loamy lithosols to moderately deep, dark, cracking and non-
cracking clays (State of Queensland, 1978). 

• The area has been partially cleared and remnant vegetation is relatively fragmented 
and includes areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, rainforests and scrubs, 
eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains and wet eucalypt open forests (State 
of Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, with some areas of cropping 
and cultivation on either steep slopes or areas of alluvium within the plateau. The State 
Heritage listed Muntapa Tunnel is situated within this area. 

• This LCA contains Haden and isolated rural properties, which increase in number in 
proximity to townships and urban areas, particularly near Highfields. 

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Haden, that provide some opportunity 
for recreation.

• The New England Highway (A2) and Oakey-Cooyar Road (SR68) traverse this area, 
while Haden-Peranga Road and Haden-Crows Nest Road generally follow the ridge of 
the Great Dividing Range and offer expansive views across the Toowoomba Region. 

• This area provides expansive elevated views across LCT E (E1) to the north and LCT B to 
the south, including from Haden Lookout on Reinke Road. Peaks associated with LCT C 
are often evident.

View along Haden-Crows Nest Road 

View across the landscape near Haden showing 
areas of alluvium within the plateau

Dairy farm situated on Haden-Peranga Road 

Steep hillsides covered in Grass Trees near the 
Bunya Mountains 

View from Haden Lookout on Reinke Road 
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View from the New England Highway (A2) 
towards the Great Dividing Range and Bunya 
Mountains

The Palms NP near Cooyar 

Cooyar Range Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A1)
This area contains elevated landscapes, including plateaus and plateau remnants 
associated with the crests of the Cooyar Range. The Cooyar Range is relatively steep 
where it intersects the Great Dividing Range at the southern edge of the Bunya 
Mountains. North of Cooyar, the central portion of the range becomes more rounded and 
contains basalts that have become completely lateritised, forming an undulating plateau. 
This lateritised area is defined to the south by a scarp face with very steep slopes (< 35%) 
which continues eastward until it virtually disappears to the east of Yarraman (State of 
Queensland, 1978). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology includes large areas of dissected lateritised basalts and some 
areas of Tertiary basalts associated with the Main Range Volcanics and marginal areas 
of arenite-mudrock associated with the Marburg Subgroup (State of Queensland, 2016). 

• The range forms the boundary between the Brisbane River and Barker and Barambah 
Creeks catchments, and includes the headwaters of Cooyar Creek, Yarraman Creek, 
and Rocky Creek, which drain to the northeast and are part of the Upper Brisbane River 
catchment. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 750 and 800 mm/yr, with areas in the northeast 
receiving higher rainfalls than the southwest.

• Major soils include moderately deep to deep, red, structured earths (State of 
Queensland, 1978).

• With the exception of areas contained within Bunya Mountains NP, the area has 
been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation is extremely fragmented. Remnant 
vegetation includes areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, rainforests and 
scrubs, eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains and wet eucalypt open 
forests (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land uses are production and plantation forestry (which occurs within 
Yarraman SF and Pidna SF), grazing on native vegetation and irrigated and dryland 
cropping and horticultural land uses, which occur on the Yarraman plateau and 
adjacent Yarraman Creek. A small part of the area is protected within The Palms NP and 
Pidna NP. 

• This LCA contains peri-urban development associated with Yarraman and isolated rural 
properties. 

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Cooyar, and The Palms NP is situated 
within this area, which provides opportunities for bush walking and picnicking. 

• Kingaroy-Cooyar Road provides a secondary gateway to the Toowoomba Region, while 
the New England Highway (A2) traverses this area. 

• This area provides expansive elevated views across LCT E (LCA E1) towards LCA A3, 
and north towards the Bunya Mountains.

View of the Cooyar Range from Cooyar-Rangemore Road 

View from Palms Road near The Palms NP 
across LCT E (LCA E1)

Bunya Pines are iconic species and key 
landmarks 
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Blackbutt Range Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A3)
This area contains elevated landscapes associated with the crests of the Blackbutt 
Range and associated undulating plateaus and plateau remnants. The Blackbutt Range 
is relatively narrow and steep and lower in elevation than the nearby Cooyar Range. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology of this area is complex and includes large areas of dissected 
lateritised basalts and some areas of Tertiary basalts associated with the Main 
Range Volcanics, some areas of arenite-mudrock (Jurassic shales and sandstones) 
associated with the Marburg Subgroup, small areas of mixed metamorphic, volcanic 
and sedimentary rocks associated with both the Sugarloaf Metamorphics and Maronghi 
Creek beds, Small areas of Granitoids associated with the Woolshed Mountain 
Granodiorite, some limited occurrences of arenite associated with Helidon Sandstone 
and a small area of agglomerate and tuff (including some small areas of rhyolite) near 
High Camp (State of Queensland, 2016). 

• The Blackbutt Range forms the boundary between the Cooyar Creek (LCA E1) and Emu 
Creek (LCA E2) catchments. The Blackbutt Range includes the headwaters of Googa 
Googa Creek, which drains to the east before joining Emu Creek. These waterways are 
part of the Upper Brisbane River catchment. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 700 and 850 mm/yr, with areas in the northeast 
receiving higher rainfalls than the southwest.

• Major soils include moderately deep to deep, red, structured earths, which support 
cropping and plantation forestry whilst shallow, stony, loamy lithosols, moderately deep 
to deep, dark, crackling clays, texture-contrast soils with yellowish-brown subsoils and 
isolated occurrences of coarse sandy lithosols and shallow uniform coarse sands also 
occur (State of Queensland, 1978). 

• With the exception of areas contained within Mount Binga NP, parts of the area have 
been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation is somewhat fragmented. Remnant 
vegetation includes areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, rainforests and 
scrubs, eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains and wet eucalypt open 
forests (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land use is production and plantation forestry which occurs within Mount 
Binga SF, Mount Binga FR and Googa SF, whilst a large portion of the area is protected 
and within Mount Binga NP. A small area situated on Mount Binga Road supports rural 
residential and horticultural land uses including macadamia, avocado and mango 
plantations.

• Mount Binga NP has no visitor facilities and limited vehicular access, however visitors to 
the adjacent Mount Binga Outdoor Education Centre do access the park for educational 
purposes, and the Mount Binga National Park Management Statement 2013 identifies 
that there is potential for the park to be used for further educational field trips and 
wildlife research. Mount Binga SF is managed by HQPlantations and has no visitor 
facilities.

• Nukku Road provides a secondary gateway to the Toowoomba Region and traverses 
this area. 

• This area provides some limited and filtered elevated views towards landscapes 
associated with LCT E (LCA E2) and other parts of LCT A including LCA A1 and A4.

View along Cooyar-Mount Binga Road 

Fruit and nut trees on the Mount Binga Range

View to landscapes associated with the Mount Binga Range from LCT E (LCA E1) 

View descending the Mount Binga Range  
(within LCT E) 

Avocado plantation on the Mount Binga Range 
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Ravensbourne Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A4)
This area contains elevated landscapes, including plateaus and plateau remnants 
associated with the crests of the Great Dividing Range to the northeast of Highfields near 
Hampton and Ravensbourne. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of dissected lateritised Tertiary 
basalts and small areas of non-lateritised basalts associated with the Main Range 
Volcanics, while small areas of mixed volcanic and sedimentary rocks are also present 
and associated with the Cressbrook Creek Group (State of Queensland 2020, State of 
Queensland, 2016 and State of Queensland, 1975). 

• This area forms the boundary between the Brisbane River and Lockyer Creek 
catchments, and includes the headwaters of Perseverance, Ballard, Pipe Clay and 
Buckamara creeks which drain to the north to Lake Perseverance and are part of the 
Upper Brisbane River catchment.

• Rainfall in this area is typically higher than the rest of the Toowoomba Region. The 
rainfall in the vicinity of Ravensbourne is typically >1000 mm/yr, whilst areas in the west 
receive slightly lower rainfalls than the east (around 800mm/yr).

• Major soils in this area are friable, highly permeable red soils developed on both deeply 
weathered basalts and on tuffaceous sediments, and include cultivated krasnozems 
on plateau remnants, deep earthy krasnozems associated with rainforests and open 
forest areas and moderately deep cracking clays associated with depressions (State of 
Queensland, 1983). 

• With the exception of areas contained within Ravensbourne NP, Hampton NP and 
Geham NP, parts of this area have been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation 
is somewhat fragmented. Remnant vegetation includes areas of eucalypt woodlands 
to open forests, rainforests and scrubs and wet eucalypt open forests (State of 
Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation, intensive animal husbandry 
and perennial horticulture (including avocado plantation and orchards), production and 
plantation forestry (which occurs within Geham SF and Pechey SF). Some parts of the 
area are protected within Ravensbourne NP, Hampton NP, Geham NP and JAL Nature 
Refuge. There is also a quarry within the area.

• This LCA contains Hampton and rural residential properties and development, including 
several short-stay accommodation options and wedding venues. 

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Hampton, and Ravensbourne NP is 
situated within this area, which provides opportunities for bush walking and picnicking. 

• Esk-Hampton Road (SR85) provides a primary gateway to the Toowoomba Region and 
traverses this area. 

• Collingwood Road provides a minor gateway. 
• The New England Highway (A2) traverses this area. 
• This area provides some limited and filtered elevated views towards landscapes 

associated with LCT E (LCA E4), other parts of LCT A including LCA A5 and A6 and the 
Lockyer and Somerset regions, including from Gus Beutel Lookout. 

View along Brennan Road near Hampton

Blueberry plantation near Hampton

View from Gus Beutel Lookout across the Lockyer Valley region

Rainforest within Ravensbourne NP 

Ravensbourne NP facilities near Gus Beutel 
Lookout 

"Ravensbourne National Park showcases and 
values the original habitats of our region.” 
Community feedback – Love Your Local Landscapes engagement Jan 2021
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Toowoomba Settled Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A5)
This area contains elevated undulating plateaus and plateau remnants associated with the 
Great Dividing Range in the vicinity of Toowoomba, which been extensively developed for 
urban uses. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of dissected lateritised Tertiary basalts 
and small areas of non-lateritised basalts associated with the Main Range Volcanics, 
while small areas of arenite-mudrock associated with the Marburg Subgroup are also 
present (State of Queensland 2020, and State of Queensland, 1975). 

• The range forms the boundary between the Condamine River and Lockyer Creek 
catchments, and includes the headwaters of Oakey Creek, Gowrie Creek and 
Westbrook Creek, which drain in a generally westerly direction and are part of the 
Condamine River catchment. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 750 and 800 mm/yr, with areas situated along 
the Toowoomba escarpment receiving higher rainfalls than areas to the west.

• Major soils in this area are friable, highly permeable red soils developed on both deeply 
weathered basalts and on tuffaceous sediments, and include cultivated krasnozems 
on plateau remnants, deep earthy krasnozems associated with rainforests and open 
forest areas and moderately deep cracking clays associated with depressions (State of 
Queensland, 1983). 

• This area has been extensively cleared for urban development and remnant vegetation 
is highly fragmented. 

• Predominant land uses are residential and industrial land uses associated with urban 
settlements, whilst grazing on native vegetation and some limited areas of dryland and 
irrigated cropping occur on the outskirts of settlements, particularly near Highfields. 
There are no national parks or State forests within this LCA. There are several quarries 
within this area.

• This LCA contains Toowoomba, Highfields, Meringandan and Meringandan West and 
rural residential properties and development. 

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Toowoomba, Highfields, Meringandan 
and Meringandan West, including several that offer views across the Toowoomba 
Region and opportunities for outdoor recreation such as Mount Peel Bushland Park, 
Redwood Park, Jubilee Park, Table Top Bushland Reserve and Picnic Point Parklands. 

• This area contains numerous scenic lookouts and provides expansive, elevated views 
towards landscapes within the Lockyer Valley to the east and within LCT B to the west. 
Peaks associated with LCT C are often evident.

Rural landscapes near Highfields 

View from Mount Lofty Lookout towards 
Toowoomba 

View from South Summit Lookout within Mount 
Peel Bushland Park 

View from Bogong Court towards remnant 
vegetation along the Toowoomba escarpment

View from Prince Henry Drive Lookout towards Mount Tabletop and the Lockyer Valley 

"I love the Toowoomba Escarpment – the stunning views 
over the valley, the natural bush land, waterfalls, native 
flora and fauna, mountain air, and walking trails. I love 
the vast dense trees and ranges scaling for kilometres.” 
Community feedback – Love Your Local Landscapes engagement Jan 2021
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Great Dividing Range (south) Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCA A6)
This area contains elevated mountainous to hilly landscapes associated with the crests of 
the Great Dividing Range to the south of Toowoomba. Key relevant features of this LCA 
include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of Tertiary basalt associated with the 
Main Range Volcanics (State of Queensland, 1975). 

• The range forms the boundary between the Condamine River and Lockyer Creek 
catchments and includes the headwaters of Hodgson Creek and Kings Creek, that 
drain to the southwest and are within the Condamine River catchment, as well as the 
headwaters of Flagstone Creek and Ma Ma Creek that drain northeast and are part of 
the Lockyer catchment. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically around 750 mm/yr along the Great Dividing Range, with 
areas to the east of the range receiving more rainfall than areas to the west. 

• Major soils include brown and greyish-brown self-mulching, often stony, light clays, 
whilst dark reddish-brown clay loams and light clays also occur (State of Queensland, 
1975).

• Parts of this area have been partially cleared, however south of Ramsay, remnant 
vegetation is relatively contiguous and includes large areas of eucalypt woodlands to 
open forests and small, isolated areas of wet eucalypt open forests. 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, with some areas of residential 
development in the north near Mount Rascal, Top Camp, Preston and Ramsay. South 
of these areas in other parts of the range development is limited to isolated rural 
properties. 

• There are some public parks in the northern part of this area that provide some 
opportunity for recreation, while southern parts of this area provide no public recreation 
facilities. 

• This area contains Panoramic Drive Lookout which provides expansive, elevated views 
towards landscapes within LCT B to the west. Peaks associated with LCT C are often 
evident.

View from Panoramic Drive towards Toowoomba

Grazing on native vegetation 

View from Panoramic Drive Lookout View from Wilsons Road 

View from Macginley Road 
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Lct b: open unduLating farmed basaLtic upLands 
Key landscape character attributes 

Natural landscape elements
• The extent of vegetation varies, however vegetation is generally very fragmented 

and has been extensively cleared, and is typically limited to patches on hillsides or 
associated with marginal soils, within roadside shelter belts and along waterways. 

• The dominant vegetation is eucalypt woodlands to open forests, with Poplar Box 
(Eucalyptus populnea) open woodland typically occurring on lower lying areas and 
Mountain Coolibah (E. orgadophila) open woodland occurring on undulating rises and 
rolling low hills (DNR, 1999). 

• There are also isolated occurrences of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands 
and shrublands (Brigalow), native grasslands and semi-evergreen vine thicket (State of 
Queensland, 2020). 

• Gently undulating rises and rolling low hills (2-15% slope), occasionally broken by small 
basaltic knolls, low scarps and hills (refer LCT C).

• Elevated landscape associated with the western foothills of the Great Dividing Range, 
generally situated between 400-600m AHD.

• Major soils are vertosols, while sodosols and chromosols also occur.

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of residential areas 

associated with settlements. 
• Contains Bowenville, Jondaryan, Oakey, Maclagan, Quinalow, Peranga, Kulpi, 

Goombungee, Meringandan, Meringandan West, Kingsthorpe, Gowrie, Mount Tyson, 
Southbrook, Pittsworth, Wyreema, Cambooya, Greenmount, East Greenmount, Nobby 
and Clifton. 

• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetations, with 
some areas of intensive agriculture, such as cropping, pastures and horticulture (DES, 
2020). 

• This area is traversed by the Warrego Highway (A2), New England Highway (A3), the 
Gore Highway (A39) and several other major roads. 

• The operational South Western System railway and West Moreton System railway also 
traverse this area, while evidence of several old branch railways including the Cecil-
Plains Branch Railway, Cooyar Branch Railway, Haden Branch Railway and Crows Nest 
Branch Railway can still be seen. 

Key landmarks and features
• Contains agricultural infrastructure such a windmills, grain stores and agricultural sheds, 

that contribute to the rural character. 
• Contour banks are used on slopes to control erosion. 
• Small dams and infrastructure.
• Iconic trees such as Bunya Pines (Araucaria bidwillii) and Bottle Trees (Brachychiton 

rupestris). 
• Contains the Gummingurru stone arrangement.

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
central part of the Toowoomba Region, 
associated with the extensive undulating 
basalt uplands. 

The basaltic uplands are predominately 
bounded to the south and west by LCT G, 
and to the north and east by LCT A. A small 
area southwest of Clifton interfaces with 
LCT I and, north of Goombungee, with 
LCT D. 

There are three LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Quinalow Open Undulating Farmed 
Basaltic Uplands (LCA B1)

• Brymaroo Open Undulating Farmed 
Basaltic Uplands (LCA B2)

• Kingsthorpe, Pittsworth and Clifton Open 
Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands 
(LCA B3)

Location of LCT B within the Toowoomba Region 
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Lct b: open unduLating farmed basaLtic upLands 

Contour banks are used to control erosion

Sheep property near Clifton

Fertile vertosols that support cropping

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors
• Localised areas associated with waterways and farm dams were identified within this 

LCT as having very high or high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). 
• Views towards surrounding forested peaks and ridgelines contribute to the 

scenic amenity of this LCT and assist with knowing where you are in an otherwise 
disorientating landscape, particularly views towards landscapes associated with:

 - LCT A - Elevated Ridges and Plateaus.
 - LCT C - Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines. 

• Views towards alluvial floodplain landscapes and vegetated riparian corridors 
contribute the scenic amenity of this LCT (refer LCT E and LCT F). 

• Views towards the Bunya Mountains within the South Burnett region. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The national Adventure Way, Warrego Way and local Open Plains Country Drive, Great 

Bunya, Farmers Country and Steele Rudd scenic routes traverse this LCT. 
• The Bunya Mountains-Maclagan Road, which is part of the Great Bunya scenic route 

and Dalby-Cooyar Road, which is an identified motorcycle road provide minor gateways 
to the Toowoomba Region from the South Burnett region. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels relatively open, with long views across the landscape. 
• Strong aesthetic character afforded by rolling hills and contour banks (and relationship 

to LCT C). 
• Has limited public accessibility (due to private ownership), but is well recognised for its 

rural character and highly visible from public roads. 

Heritage elements 
Queensland Heritage Register

• Acland No. 2 Colliery (former), Acland (602599)
• Eton Vale Homestead Ruins (600391)
• Wellcamp State School (650248) 

Heritage Places (Toowoomba Regional Planning Scheme)

• 2 Aubigny Crosshill Road, Aubigny (2/AUG/0003) 
• 7 Biddeston Southbrook Road, Biddeston (2/BID/0004) 
• 675 Cambooya-Felton Road, Umbiram (2/UMB/0169)
• 700 and 1215 Cambooya-Felton Rd, Cambooya (2/CAM/0020 and 0022)
• 0 Church St, Acland (N/A)
• 2 Francis Street, Acland (2/ACL/0001)
• 1105 Manapouri Road, Pilton (2/PIL/0147) 
• 13519 New England Highway (A2), Cambooya (2/CAM/0019)
• 1277 Oakey-Pittsworth Road, Aubigny (2/AUG/0002) 
• 206 Wyreema Athol Road, Umbiram (2/UMB/0170)

View across rolling the rolling countryside showing the mosaic of rural land uses
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Landscape Character Areas

Quinalow Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands (LCA B1)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with the undulating basalt uplands in the 
northern part of the Toowoomba Region, centred around the settlement of Quinalow 
(within LCT G). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of arenite-mudrock associated with 
the Marburg Subgroup and, to a lesser extent, the Walloon Subgroup. Areas of basalt 
associated with the Main Range Volcanics also occur. A small area of colluvium occurs 
near Kulpi and is extensively cropped (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Myall Creek sub-catchment and is drained by numerous 
tributaries of Myall Creek, including Cain Creek, Spring Creek, Middle Creek and 
Cockatoo Creek. 

• This area receives some of the lowest average rainfalls in the Toowoomba Region, and 
is typically between 600 and 650 mm/yr, with elevated areas in the east and associated 
with the Great Dividing Range receiving slightly more rainfall than lower-lying areas to 
the west. 

• Major soils include chromosols (hard pedal red duplex soils), sodosols (hard pedal 
yellow duplex soils) and vertosols (black self-mulching cracking clays). 

• This area has been extensively cleared. While remnant vegetation is extremely 
fragmented and sparse, a diverse array of vegetation communities are represented 
including: 

 - Eucalypt woodlands to open forests, particularly Mountain Coolibah (Eucalyptus 
orgadophila) and/or Silver-Leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus melanophloia) grassy 
woodlands (RE 11.9.2, 11.8.4, and 11.8.5a), with some isolated occurrences of Narrow-
leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus crebra) (RE 11.3.2 and 11.9.9), Poplar Box (Eucalyptus 
populnea) and/or Queensland Blue Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) (RE 12.9-10.7), 
Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) (RE 11.3.2, 11.3.17 and 11.8.15) woodlands and open 
forests. RE 11.3.2 is noted as being of State biodiversity significance (DES, 2018). 

 - Small areas of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands dominated 
by Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla) and/or Belah (Casuarina cristata) (RE 11.4.3 and 
11.9.5) are scattered throughout this area. 

 - Isolated occurrences of semi-evergreen vine thicket (RE 11.8.3, 11.9.4a and 
12.8.21) (State of Queensland, 2020). These are noted as being a matter of local 
environmental significance (RE, 2020). 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping with 
some intensive animal husbandry occurring, particularly in western parts of the area.

• Small farm dams also occur, typically along drainage lines. 
• This LCT contains Peranga and Kulpi as well as isolated rural properties.
• Recreation opportunities in this area are limited, with the exception of public parks 

associated with existing settlements. 
• The Bunya Mountains-Maclagan Road and Dalby-Cooyar Road provide gateways to the 

Toowoomba Region. 
• This area has strong visual connectivity to the Bunya Mountains (within the South 

Burnett region) that contribute to the scenic amenity of this area. 

View towards Mayfair property and Western Twin 
(856m AHD) within the South Burnett region

View from Quinalow-Edgefield Road 

View from Haden-Peranga Road to Bottle Trees and landscapes associated with LCT A 

View towards Kurrawong feedlot 

View across rural farm dam from Bunya 
Mountains-Maclagan Road 
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View southeast from near Bloodwood Hill 
towards the Pittsworth Hills 

New Acland Coal Mine 

View north from Pechey-Maclagan Road towards the Great Dividing Range and Bunya Mountains 

View from Bowenville-Norwin Road towards 
remnant vegetation associated with RE 11.3.2

View towards Jondaryan from near Bloodwood Hill 

Brymaroo Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic Uplands (LCA B2)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with the undulating basalt uplands in the 
northern part of the Toowoomba Region, centred around the locality of Brymaroo. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is dominated by large areas of basalt associated with the Main 
Range Volcanics and arenite-mudrock associated with the Walloon Subgroup (State of 
Queensland, 2020). The basaltic Boah Peak (532m AHD), Turkey Hill (536m AHD) and 
Bloodwood Hill (150m AHD) are key landmarks in this area (refer LCT C). 

• This area is generally within the Oakey Creek sub-catchment, with a small part in the 
west is within the Myall Creek sub-catchment, and is drained by numerous tributaries of 
Oakey Creek and Myall Creek. 

• Similarly to LCA B1, this area receives some of the lowest average rainfalls in the 
Toowoomba Region, with rainfall typically between 600 and 650 mm/yr. More elevated 
areas in the east receive slightly more rainfall than lower-lying areas to the west near 
Bowenville. 

• Major soils include vertosols (black self-mulching cracking clays), chromosols (hard 
pedal red duplex soils) and sodosols (hard pedal yellow duplex soils). 

• Generally this area has been extensively cleared and as a result remnant vegetation 
is extremely fragmented. Despite this a diverse array of vegetation communities are 
represented including: 

 - Eucalypt woodlands to open forests, particularly Mountain Coolibah (Eucalyptus 
orgadophila) woodlands (RE 11.8.5 and 11.8.5a) and Silver-Leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus 
melanophloia) woodlands (RE 11.8.4), with some small areas of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus 
populnea) woodlands and open forests (RE 11.3.2, 11.3.17, 11.8.15 and 11.9.10). RE 11.3.2 
is noted as being of State biodiversity significance, while RE 11.8.5 is of regional 
biodiversity significance (DES, 2018). 

 - Small areas of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands dominated 
by Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla) and/or Yarran (Acacia melvillei) (RE 11.9.5, 11.9.6)

 - Isolated occurrences of semi-evergreen vine thicket (RE 11.8.3) (State of Queensland, 
2020). These are noted as being a matter of local environmental significance (RE, 
2020). 

 - Isolated occurrences of native grasslands dominated by Queensland Bluegrass 
(Dichanthium sericeum), Artistida spp., Astrebela spp. and Native Millet (Panicum 
decompositum) (RE 11.8.11 and 11.3.21), which are noted as being of State biodiversity 
significance (DES, 2018). 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping, while 
some intensive animal husbandry occurs throughout the area.

• Small farm dams also occur, typically along drainage lines. 
• This LCT contains Bowenville and Jondaryan, as well as isolated rural properties. The 

New Acland Mine is a key feature of this area. 
• Recreation opportunities in this area are limited, with the exception of public parks 

associated with existing settlements. 
• This area has strong visual connectivity to peaks within LCT C, the Great Dividing Range 

and, to a lesser degree, the Bunya Mountains (within the South Burnett region) that 
contribute to the scenic amenity of this area. 
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Kingsthorpe, Pittsworth and Clifton Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic 
Uplands (B3) 
This LCA contains landscapes associated with the undulating basalt uplands in the 
southeastern part of the Toowoomba Region, centred around the settlements of 
Kingsthorpe, Pittsworth and Clifton. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is almost exclusively comprised of basalt associated with the Main 
Range Volcanics, with small areas of arenite-mudrock associated with the Walloon 
Subgroup on the margin of LCT G to the west of Mount Tyson, Pittsworth and Clifton 
(State of Queensland, 2020). This area contains numerous basaltic peaks and mesas 
that are key landmarks in this area (refer LCT C). 

• This area is within the Oakey Creek, Ashall Creek, Hodgson Creek and Kings Creek 
sub-catchments, which are all part of the Condamine River catchment. Key waterways 
include Oakey Creek, Gowrie Creek, Westbrook Creek, Spring Creek (near Westbrook), 
Hodgson Creek, Spring Creek (near Pittsworth), Emu Creek, Umbiram Creek, Kings 
Creek, Spring Creek (near Clifton) and Budgee Creek. 

• This area receives more rainfall on average than other parts of this LCT, with rainfall 
typically between 600 and 750 mm/yr. More elevated areas in the east adjacent the 
Great Dividing Range and Main Range receive more rainfall than lower-lying areas to 
the west. 

• Major soils are vertosols (black self-mulching cracking clays and to a lesser extent, grey 
self-mulching clays), with smaller areas of chromosols (hard pedal red duplex soils) 
occurring near Oakey. 

• Generally this area has been extensively cleared and as a result remnant vegetation is 
extremely fragmented. Despite the limited extent of remnant vegetation, a diverse array 
of vegetation communities are represented including: 

 - Eucalypt woodlands to open forests, particularly Mountain Coolibah (Eucalyptus 
orgadophila) woodlands (RE 11.8.5 and 11.8.5a) and to a much lesser extent Silver-
Leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus melanophloia) woodlands (RE 11.8.4), with some small 
areas of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) woodlands and open forests (RE 11.3.2, 
11.9.7 and 11.9.10) and isolated occurrences of Queensland Blue Gum (Eucalyptus 
tereticornis) and Yellow Box (Eucalytpus melliodora) (RE 11.8.2a), White Box 
(Eucalyptus albens) and/or Narrow-Leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus crebra) (RE 11.8.8) 
and Pink Bloodwood (Corymbia intermedia) and Queensland Blue Gum (Eucalyptus 
tereticornis) (RE 12.5.2a) woodlands also occur. RE 11.3.2 is noted as being of State 
biodiversity significance, while RE 11.8.5 is of regional biodiversity significance (DES, 
2018). 

 - Isolated occurrences of semi-evergreen vine thicket (RE 11.8.3 and 12.9-10.15) (State 
of Queensland, 2020). These are noted as being a matter of local environmental 
significance (RE, 2020). 

 - Isolated occurrences of native grasslands dominated by Queensland Bluegrass 
(Dichanthium sericeum), Artistida spp., Astrebela spp. and Native Millet (Panicum 
decompositum) (RE 11.8.11 and 11.3.21), which are noted as being of State biodiversity 
significance (DES, 2018). 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping, which 
intensifies in the southern part of this area where black and brown vertosols are more 
common. Some intensive animal husbandry and mining also occurs throughout the 
area. Small farm dams also occur, typically along drainage lines. This LCT contains 
Clifton, Kingsthorpe, Mount Tyson, Wyreema, Cambooya and parts of Oakey, Gowrie, 
Greenmount and East Greenmount, Nobby and Clifton, as well as isolated rural 
properties and peri-urban development which is occurring near Toowoomba. 

• Recreation opportunities in this area are limited, with the exception of public parks 
associated with existing settlements. 

• This area has strong visual connectivity to peaks within LCT C and the Great Dividing 
Range that contribute to the scenic amenity of this area. 

Open grazing land with scattered vegetation 

Dryland cropping occurs throughout the area 

Views to the Great Dividing Range contribute to 
the scenic amenity of this area

Views to peaks and ridgelines associated with 
LCT C contribute to the scenic amenity of this area



82Landscapes of the Toowoomba Region - Part B: Landscape and Urban Character Study

Farmland near Cutella  
Image: Cameron Baxter - highly commended 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition 2021

"I love the Rolling Hills from 
Goombungee to Maclagan."
Community feedback – Love Your Local Landscapes engagement Jan 2021
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Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
central part of the Toowoomba Region, 
associated with the steep basaltic hills and 
mountains that are bounded by the basalt 
uplands (LCT B). 

There are eighteen LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Bloodwood Hill (LCA C1)
• Turkey Hill and Boah Peak (LCA C2)
• Kelvinhaugh Hills (LCA C3)
• Kingsthorpe, Gowrie and Goombungee 

Hills (LCA C4)
• The Sugar Loaf (LCA C5)
• Gowrie Mountain (LCA C6)
• Gowrie Junction Hill (LCA C7)
• Wellcamp Hills (LCA C8)
• Sugarloaf (LCA C9)
• Bunkers Hill (LCA C10)
• Mount Irving (LCA C11)
• Mount Maria and Bald Hill (LCA C12)
• Mount Haystack (LCA C13)
• Pittsworth Hills (LCA C14)
• Greenmount Hills (north) (LCA C15)
• Greenmount Hills (south) (LCA C16)
• Ascot Hills (LCA C17)
• Pilton Hills (LCA C18)

Lct c: darLing downs forested peaks and ridgeLines
Key landscape character attributes 

Natural landscape elements
• Typically vegetated, generally consisting of mountain coolibah open woodland, 

dominated by mountain coolibah (Eucalyptus orgadophila), Queensland Blue Gum (E. 
tereticornis), white box (E. albens) and yellow box (E. melliodora) (RE, 2020). 

• Some evidence of clearing for agricultural uses, particularly on the lower slopes. 
• Steep hills, mountains and slopes of basalt hills and mesas, varying from relatively 

shallow at the base to steep (15-45% slope). 
• Elevated landscape feature situated within the broader Open Undulating Farmed 

Basaltic Uplands (LCT B), with elevations typically between 500-700m AHD.
• Major soils are vertosols. Chromosols occur to a very limited extent associated with 

Turkey Hill and Boah Peak (LCA C2) and the Kelvinhaugh Hills (LCA C3). 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally limited development, with the exception of isolated rural residential properties 

that are typically situated on the footslopes of hills or on top of low hills, with some peri-
urban developments in the vicinity of Gowrie Junction, Glencoe and Charlton. 

• Limited presence of infrastructure, typically limited to vertical elements associated with 
telecommunications infrastructure or the Air Traffic Radar near Oakey.

• Contains the Mount Kent Observatory, which is not open to the public.
• Dominated by natural and agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native 

vegetations, with limited public access with the exception of areas managed by Council 
for recreation such as Mount Kingsthorpe Bushland Park. 

• Contains limited rail and road infrastructure, except that associated with peri-urban 
development or private properties. 

Key landmarks and features
• Peaks are often distinctive and are identifiable local landmarks e.g. Gowrie Mountain. 
• Often presence of unique basalt screes (RE, 2020).
• Contour banks are used on the lower slopes to control erosion. 

Location of LCT C within the Toowoomba Region 
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View south to Gowrie Mountain from the trail 
within Mount Kingsthorpe Bushland Reserve 

View southeast from South Summit Lookout 
within Mount Peel Bushland Park

View southeast from Panoramic Drive Lookout

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Forested peaks and ridgelines associated with basaltic hills and mesas and waterways 

that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic amenity value 
(8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). 

• These finding are supported by the Scenic Amenity Study undertaken by Conics for 
Council in 2009 which identified the 'mesas, hills and mountains across the central 
plains' as having regionally significant scenic amenity value.

• The scenic value of these mesas and hills is also noted in the Mapping Matters of Local 
Environmental Significance (MLES) for the Toowoomba Region report published in 
2020 by Redleaf Environmental. 

• Relatively inaccessible landscape, with the exception of areas containing residential 
development (near Gowrie Junction, Kingsthorpe, Gowrie Mount, Charlton and Glencoe) 
and Mount Kingsthorpe, which provides a walking trail to the summit that provides 
multiple viewing opportunities, particularly views towards landscapes associated with:

 - LCT A - Elevated Ridges and Plateaus.
 - LCT C - Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines.

• Important views to these peaks from scenic lookouts include: 

 -  Views from Mount Kingsthorpe to Gowrie Mountain (C6), The Sugar Loaf (C5), Mount 
Storey (within C4) and more distant views towards Bloodwood Hill (C1), Turkey Hill and 
Boah Peak (C2), Kelvinhaugh Hills (C3), Wellcamp Hills (C8), Westbrook Sugarloaf (C9), 
Bunkers Hill (C10), Mount Irving (C11), Mount Maria and Bald Hill (C12), Mount Haystack 
(C13) and the Pittsworth Hills (C14).

 - Views from South Summit Lookout within Mount Peel Bushland Park to Gowrie 
Mountain (C6), Wellcamp Hills (C8), Westbrook Sugarloaf (C9), Bunkers Hill (C10) and 
more distant views to Bloodwood Hill (C1), Mount Irving (C11), Mount Haystack (C13), 
the Pittsworth Hills (C14), the Greenmount Hills (north) (C15) and the Greenmount Hills 
(south) (C16). 

 - Views from North Summit Lookout, Westbrook Lookout and to a lesser extent Drayton 
Lookout within Mount Peel Bushland Park to Gowrie Mountain (C6). 

 - Views from Panoramic Drive Lookout to the Greenmount Hills (north) (C15) and 
Greenmount Hills (south) (C16). 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• Views to this LCT are possible from the national Adventure Way, Warrego Way, 

Australia's Country Way and local Open Plains Country Drive, Great Bunya, Farmers 
Country and Steele Rudd scenic routes. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Provide open expansive views across the surrounding landscape from the summit of 

accessible peaks. 
• LCT C provides distinctive and prominent features within the broader landscape context 

(LCT B), that contribute to the scenic amenity of the Toowoomba Region and act as local 
landmarks. 

The forested peaks, mesas and ridgelines provide a scenic background to the Darling Downs

Contour banks are used to control erosionContour banks are used to control erosion
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Landscape Character Areas

Bloodwood Hill Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C1)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Bloodwood Hill (450m AHD), which is 
situated to the west of Jondaryan. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation in this area is relatively intact and comprised of eucalypt 
woodlands to open forests (RE 11.9.2) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• An existing gravel pit, radio tower and several rural residential properties are situated 
on the eastern side of the hill. 

• Bloodwood Hill is a relatively distinctive, flat-topped hill that contributes to the setting of 
Jondaryan and scenic amenity of the area, including views from the Warrego Highway 
(A2) and LCT B.

Turkey Hill and Boah Peak Darling Downs Forested Peaks and 
Ridgelines (LCA C2)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Turkey Hill (536m AHD) and Boah Peak 
(532m AHD) (including a series of small low unnamed hills to the north of Boah Peak) 
which are situated to the north of Oakey, near the New Acland Coal Mine. Key relevant 
features of this LCA include: 

• This area has been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation is limited to very small 
areas of rainforest and scrub (RE 11.8.3) that have very low levels of connectivity (State 
of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are two existing gravel pits. 
• There is an Air Traffic Radar (ATR) situated on Turkey Hill that is accessed via a pubic 

easement.
• Turkey Hill acts as a local landmark and wayfinding device due to the presence of 

the ATR, while Boah Peak is particularly distinctive due to its conical form. These hills 
collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including views from the 
Oakey-Cooyar Road (SR68) and LCT B.

Kelvinhaugh Hills Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C3)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of unnamed hills with elevations 
of up to 540m AHD which are situated to the northeast of Oakey and southwest of 
Goombungee, and are traversed by Kingsthorpe-Haden Road and several local roads. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation is generally comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open 
forests (RE 11.8.4, 11.8.5 and 11.8.5a) but also includes areas of eucalypt open forests 
to woodlands on floodplains (RE 11.3.4), rainforest and scrubs (RE 11.8.3) and acacia 
dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands (RE 11.5.2a) (State of Queensland, 
2020). 

• Peri-urban development has occurred in the northern most part of this area adjacent the 
Goombungee Golf Course. 

• Some of these hills have very distinctive forms, and collectively they contribute to the 
scenic amenity of the area, particularly views from the Australian Army Flying Museum 
at Oakey. 

View towards Bloodwood Hill from Jondaryan

View towards Turkey Hill from Acland-Silverleigh 
Road

View towards the Kelvinhaugh Hills from the 
Australian Army Flying Museum 

There are eighteen LCAs of this type within the Toowoomba Region. While while geographically different, many of these have common 
characteristics, including: 

• Generally they are tertiary basalt plateau remnants associated 
with the Main Range Volcanics, with the exception of minor 
areas of arenite-mudrock (Jurassic shales and sandstones) 
associated with the Marburg Subgroup that occur near 
Goombungee (within LCA C3) and some areas around Scrubby 
Mountain, Mount Rolleston and Mount Russell on the western 
extent of LCA C14 associated with the Walloon Subgroup. 

• The major soils are vertosols (grey-brown and grey clays or 
clay loams and black self-mulching cracking clays (at lower 
elevations), with isolated occurrences of chromosols (hard pedal 
red duplex soils) within LCA C2 and LCA C3. 

• Typically the lower slopes have been extensively cleared, with 
remnant vegetation being highly fragmented and limited to the 
steep upper slopes and peaks. 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation that 
occurs on the upper slopes, while dryland cropping occurs on 
the lower slopes. 

• In rural areas, rural residential properties are often situated on 
the boundary of these two land uses and, to a lesser extent, on 
top of low hills.

• Generally, there is very limited public access to these peaks.

A brief description of each LCA and, where relevant, how it differs from the above general characteristics is provided below. 
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Kingsthorpe, Gowrie and Goombungee Hills Darling Downs Forested 
Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C4)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of hills and peaks including Mount 
Storey (688m AHD), Mount Mcgregor (572m AHD), Mount Muniganeen (614m AHD) and 
Mount Kingsthorpe (610m AHD) situated between Kingsthorpe, Gowrie, Meringandan and 
Meringandan West. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation is generally comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5a) but also includes isolated occurrences of tussock grasslands, forblands (RE 
12.8.15 and 11.8.11) areas of eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains (RE 11.3.4). 
Rainforest and scrubs (RE 11.8.3) occur on some peaks, particularly Mount Kingsthorpe 
and Mount Storey (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Peri-urban development has occurred on the tops or hillslopes of several of the peaks 
in this area. 

• There are several public parks situated within this area that provide opportunities for 
recreation, including Mount Kingsthorpe Bushland Park and the Mount Kingsthorpe 
Walk that provides access to the summit which provides expansive views across the 
surrounding landscape. 

• These peaks act as local landmarks and wayfinding tools and contribute to the 
setting of Kingsthorpe, Gowrie, Meringandan and Meringandan West. In addition, they 
collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including views from the 
Warrego Highway (A2) and outskirts of Toowoomba. 

The Sugar Loaf Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C5)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with The Sugar Loaf (561m AHD), which is 
situated to the northwest of Kingsthorpe. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 
11.8.5) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• The Sugar Loaf has a very distinctive form and contributes to the setting and scenic 
amenity of the area, including views from Kingsthorpe and the summit of Mount 
Kingsthorpe. 

Gowrie Mountain Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C6)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Gowrie Mountain (676m AHD), which is 
situated to the south of Kingsthorpe and the Warrego Highway (A2). Key relevant features 
of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Peri-urban development has occurred on the western hillslopes and peak.
• There are two Council owned parcels associated with each peak, however there is 

currently no public access to these locations.
• Gowrie Mountain has a very recognisable form comprised of two distinctive peaks 

joined by a saddle and is a distinctive landmark. It contributes to the scenic amenity 
of the area, including views from the Warrego Highway (A2), the summit of Mount 
Kingsthorpe, scenic lookouts within Mount Peel Bushland Park, Kingsthorpe, Gowrie 
and the outskirts of Toowoomba. 

View to Mount Kingsthorpe (LCA C4) from 
Kingsthorpe-Silverleigh Road 

View to The Sugar Loaf (LCA C5) from Mount 
Kingsthorpe Summit 

View to Gowrie Mountain (LCA C6) from O'Mara 
Road 

Elevated view to Gowrie Mountain (LCA C6) 
from Hilltop Drive

View to the hills behind Gowrie (LCA C4) from Junction Street 
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Gowrie Junction Hill Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines 
(LCA C7)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with an unnamed hill bounded by Ganzer Road 
with elevations of up to 610m AHD, which is situated to the south of Gowrie and to the 
north of the Warrego Highway (A2). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 11.8.4) 
(State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This hill contributes to the setting and scenic amenity of the area, including views from 
the Warrego Highway (A2), Gowrie and the outskirts of Toowoomba and Highfields. 

Wellcamp Hills Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C8)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of unnamed hills with elevations 
of up to 610m AHD, which are situated between Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport and 
Toowoomba, to the east of the Toowoomba Bypass (A39). The hill to the west of the 
Toowoomba Bypass (A39) was excluded from this area as it has been extensively modified 
by mining activities. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Remnant vegetation comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 11.8.5 
and 11.8.5a) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some peri-urban development has occurred along Kim Road and Acton Vale Stud Road.
• A mobile phone base station is situated on the southernmost hill. 
• These hill contributes to the setting and scenic amenity of the area, including views 

from the Toowoomba Bypass (A39), scenic lookouts within Mount Peel Bushland Park 
and the outskirts of Toowoomba (including Westbrook). 

Sugarloaf (LCA Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines C9)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with the Westbrook Sugarloaf (600m AHD), 
which is situated to the west of Westbrook, east of the Toowoomba Bypass (A39) and 
north of Toowoomba-Athol Road (A139). Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 
11.8.5) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• The Westbrook Sugarloaf contributes to the setting and scenic amenity of the area, 
including views from the Warrego Highway (A2), Toowoomba-Athol Road (A139), scenic 
lookouts within Mount Peel Bushland Park and the outskirts of Toowoomba (including 
Westbrook). 

Bunkers Hill Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C10)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Bunkers Hill (633m AHD), which is situated 
to the southwest of Westbrook, south of Toowoomba-Athol Road (A139). Key relevant 
features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 
11.8.5) (State of Queensland, 2020). The tree canopy is very open and sparse on this hill. 

• Bunkers Hill contributes to the setting and scenic amenity of the area, including views 
from Toowoomba-Athol Road (A139), scenic lookouts within Mount Peel Bushland Park 
and the outskirts of Toowoomba. 

View to Gowrie Junction Hill from Gowrie-
Birnam Road

View to the Wellcamp Hills (LCA C8) from 
Drayton-Wellcamp Road 

View to the Wellcamp Hills (LCA C8) from 
Bunkers Hill School Road 

View to Bunkers Hill (LCA C10) from Wyreema-
Athol Road

View to the Wellcamp Hills (LCA C8) and Westbrook Sugarloaf (LCA C9) from South Summit Lookout 
within Mount Peel Bushland Park 



88Landscapes of the Toowoomba Region - Part B: Landscape and Urban Character Study

Mount Irving Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C11)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Mount Irving (463m AHD), which is situated 
to the north of Mount Tyson, east of Jondaryan-Mount Tyson Road. Key relevant features 
of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5a) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Mount Irving is a distinctive peak that rises sharply from the surrounding agricultural 
plains and contributes to the scenic amenity of the area, including views from 
Toowoomba-Cecil Plains Road and Oakey-Pittsworth Road (SR68). 

Mount Maria and Bald Hill Darling Downs Forested Peaks and 
Ridgelines (LCA C12)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Mount Maria (426m AHD) and Bald Hill 
(404m AHD), which are situated to the northwest of Mount Tyson. Key relevant features of 
this LCA include:

• The lower slopes of Mount Maria and the majority of Bald Hill have been extensively 
cleared, with remnant vegetation limited to the upper slopes and tops of the hills. 
Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains 
(RE 11.3.4) and smaller areas of tussock grasslands, forblands (RE 11.8.11) (State of 
Queensland, 2020). 

• Some quarrying has occurred on the eastern slops of Bald Hill. There is no public 
access to Mount Maria or Bald Hill. 

• Mount Maria and Bald Hill are the most western lying peaks within this LCT and 
contribute to the scenic amenity of the area as they provide a local point of interest that 
breaks up the broader surrounding flood plain. 

Mount Haystack Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C13)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Mount Haystack (528m AHD), which is 
situated to the northeast of Mount Tyson, south of Toowoomba-Cecil Plains Road. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 
11.8.5) (State of Queensland, 2020).

• An existing radio tower is situated on Mount Haystack. 
• Mount Haystack contributes to the scenic amenity of the area, including views from 

Toowoomba-Cecil Plains Road. 

Pittsworth Hills Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C14)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of hills and peaks including Mount 
Wyangapinni (679m AHD), Parkers (675m AHD), Parkers Hill (566m AHD), Mount Russell 
(499m AHD), Mount Taylor (534m AHD), Mount Tyson (482m AHD) Mount Edgecombe 
(413m AHD), Mount Little (552m AHD), Majuba Hill (599m AHD), Dummies Mountain 
(609m AHD), Mount Watson (612m AHD), Mount Mallard (594m AHD), Scrubby Mountain 
(532m AHD), Scrubby Mountain South (537m AHD), Gentlemans Seat (543m AHD), Woolly 
Butt (498m AHD), Broxburn Sugarloaf (566m AHD) and Millers Mountain 568m AHD). 
These peaks and hills surround Pittsworth and Southbrook. Key relevant features of this 
LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is generally comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open 
forests (RE 11.8.4, 11.8.5 and 11.8.5a) but also includes eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.9.2) in the northern part of the area around Mount Tyson, while 
rainforest and scrubs (RE 11.8.3) occur in the vicinity of Mount Wyangapinni (State of 
Queensland, 2020). Isolated occurrences of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands 
and shrublands (RE 11.9.5 and 11.9.10) and tussock grasslands, forblands (RE 11.8.11) and 
Callitris woodlands to open forests (RE 11.8.9) also occur. 

• There are several public parks situated within this area that provide opportunities for 
recreation, including Irongate Conservation Park and the Irongate Walking Circuit that 
provides opportunities for bush walking and nature appreciation. McEwan State Forest 
has no visitor facilities or designated walking tracks, however may provide opportunities 
for informal recreation.

• These peaks collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including views 
from the Gore Highway (A39), Oakey-Pittsworth Road (SR68), Pittsworth-Felton Road 
and views from LCT B and LCT G. 

View to Mount Irving (LCA C1) from Jondaryan-
Mount Tyson Road

View to Mount Maria and Bald Hill (LCA C12) 
from West Prairie Road 

View to Mount Haystack (LCA C14) from Aubigny 
Church Road 

View to the Pittsworth Hills (LCA C14) from 
Brookstead-Norwin Road within LCT G 
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Greenmount Hills (north) Darling Downs Forested Peaks and 
Ridgelines (LCA C15)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of unnamed hills and peaks with 
elevations of up to 630m AHD, which are situated to the north of Greenmount and to the 
southeast of Cambooya. Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is generally comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5) and includes a small area containing RE 12.8.16 that is listed as 'of concern' 
(State of Queensland, 2020).

• These peaks collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including views 
from the New England Highway (A3), Toowoomba-Karara Road, Cambooya-Connection 
Road, Greenmount Connection Road and views from Greenmount, Cambooya and LCT 
B and LCT G. 

Greenmount Hills (south) Darling Downs Forested Peaks and 
Ridgelines (LCA C16)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of hills and peaks including Mount 
Rubieslaw (673m AHD), Mount Perkins (581m AHD), Mount Kent (623m AHD), Kent (627m 
AHD), Rocky Point (593m AHD), Mount Sibley (677m AHD) and Mount Molar (590m AHD). 
These peaks and hills are situated to the north of Clifton and surround Pittsworth and 
south, east, west and northwest of Greenmount. Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is generally comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5) and includes some areas containing RE 12.8.16 and 12.8.17 that is listed as 'of 
concern' (State of Queensland, 2020).

• There are isolated residential properties on top of Rocky Point and the hill behind 
Greenmount (which also has a telecommunications mast). 

• The Mount Kent Observatory is situated within this area, however is not open to the 
public. 

• These peaks collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including 
views from the New England Highway (A3), Toowoomba-Karara Road, Greenmount 
Connection Road, Felton-Clifton Road, Clifton-Leyburn Road, Nobby Connection Road 
and views from Greenmount, Nobby and LCT B and LCT G. 

Ascot Hills Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C17)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a two distinctive unnamed hills with 
elevations of up to 630m AHD which are situated on Greenmount-Hirstvale Road. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests (RE 
11.8.4, 11.8.8 and 12.3.9) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There is a rural residential property situated on top of the eastern most hill. 
• These peaks have very distinctive forms and contribute to the scenic amenity of the 

area, particularly views from Greenmount-Hirstvale Road and LCT B and LCT C. 

Pilton Hills Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA C18)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with a cluster of hills and peaks including 
Nevilton (556m AHD), The Nob (541m AHD) and the Pilton Sugarloaf (657m AHD), with 
elevations of up to 630m AHD which are situated to the southwest of Pilton and dissected 
by Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80). Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• Remnant vegetation which is comprised of eucalypt open woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.8.5, 11.8.8 and 12.3.9) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There is no public access to these hills with the exception of the Darling Downs Zoo, 
which is a regional tourist attraction. 

• These peaks have very distinctive forms and contribute to the scenic amenity of the 
area, particularly views from Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80) and LCT B. 

View to the Greenmount Hills (north) (LCA C15) 
from Greenmount-Etonvale Road 

View to the Greenmount Hills (south) (LCA C16) 
from Greenmount-Nobby Road 

View to the Ascot Hills (LCA C17) from 
Greenmount-Hirstvale Road

View to the Pilton Hills (LCA C18) from Gatton-
Clifton Road (SR80)
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On top of Gowrie Mountain looking west towards Jondaryan  
Image: Joanna Johnson - 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition entry 2021

"I love the Basalt hills from 
Drayton to Nobby.” 
Community feedback – Love Your Local Landscapes engagement Jan 2021
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Lct d: forested sandstone hiLLs with outcrops
Key landscape character attributes 

Natural landscape elements
• Typically vegetated, predominately characterised by Spotted Gum (Corymbia citriodora) 

woodland (RE 11.10.1) on sandstone ridges. 
• Some evidence of clearing for agricultural uses, particularly on the lower slopes of hills 

and adjacent areas of alluvium along Spring Creek and Doctors Creek (within LCT G). 
The transition between cleared and vegetated areas is generally sharp and often 
associated with sandstone scarps. 

• Gently undulating plains and crests and hillslopes of undulating rises and low to 
moderately high hills with some steep slopes, scarps and sandstone ridges (2-45% 
slope). 

• Elevated landscape situated between the broader Open Undulating Farmed Basaltic 
Uplands (LCT B) and Elevated Ridges and Plateaus (LCT A), with elevations typically 
between 500-600m AHD.

• Major soils are sodosols, while some instances of chromosols also occur adjacent to 
LCT B. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally limited development, with the exception of isolated rural residential 

properties. 
• Limited presence of infrastructure including telecommunications infrastructure.
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetations, with 

some limited occurrences of dryland cropping.
• Pechey-Maclagan Road intersects the southern boundary of this LCT. This area contains 

several local roads and roads associated with private properties. 

Key landmarks and features
• Contains frequent sandstone outcrops. 
• Small dams occur along drainage lines. 
• Isolated rural farmsteads.

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
northern part of the Toowoomba Region, 
near Goombungee, and is associated with 
a small, unique area that contains forested 
sandstone hills and ridges.

This area is bounded to the north and 
east by steep, elevated landscapes within 
LCT A and to the south and west by the 
basalt uplands (LCT B) and the upper parts 
of alluvial valleys associated with Spring 
Creek and Doctor Creek (LCT G). 

There is only one LCA of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Goombungee Hills (LCA D1) 

Location of LCT D within the Toowoomba Region 
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Lct d: forested sandstone hiLLs with outcrops

Spotted Gum (Corymbia citriodora) woodlands 

View to vegetated hills showing grazing land in 
foreground 

View from Kingsthorpe-Haden Road  
(within LCT A) towards LCT D 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Forested sandstone hills and waterways within this LCT were identified as having very 

high or high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). 
• Relatively enclosed and inaccessible landscape, with views towards this landscape 

limited to views from public roads. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• No scenic drives traverse this LCT, however the local Farmers Country scenic route 

passes in close proximity to this LCT. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very enclosed and is afforded a sense of remoteness due to limited 

views to other areas from within this LCT. 
• A remarkable and unique landscape that differs from other landscapes found in the 

Toowoomba Region. 

Sandstone outcrops are a distinctive element of LCT D
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Landscape Character Areas

Goombungee Forested Sandstone Hills with Outcrops (D1) 
There is only one LCA within this LCT, which contains landscapes associated with the 
sandstone hills that occur near Goombungee. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is exclusively comprised of areas of arenite-mudrock associated with 
the Marburg Subgroup (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is divided by the Oakey Creek and Myall Creek catchments, which are all 
part of the Condamine River catchment. Key waterways include Spring Creek, which 
dissects this area. 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 650 and 700 mm/yr, with areas in the east 
adjacent the Great Dividing Range receiving more rainfall than areas to the west. 

• Major soils are sodosols (hard pedal yellow duplex soils), while some small areas of 
chromosols (red pedal red duplex soils) occur adjacent LCT B. 

• Generally clearing in this area has been limited to the lower slopes of hills, and remnant 
vegetation is relatively intact.

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, 
particularly Spotted Gum (Corymbia citriodora) woodland (RE 11.10.1), and some very 
limited and isolated areas of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands 
(State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some limited areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation. Small farm dams also occur, 

typically along drainage lines. This area contains isolated rural properties. 
• There are no formal recreation facilities in this area.
• This area is noted as being of regional significance for its biodiversity values (DES, 

2018) and is also noted as being of local significance as it "contains intact regional 
ecosystems with a floristically diverse heath understorey on unusual geological 
formations" (RE, 2020). 

Spotted Gum (Corymbia citriodora) woodlands with sandstone outcrops 

Small rural farm dams 

View along Goombungee-Kilburnie Road 

Spotted Gum (Corymbia citriodora) woodlands 

View across LCT G from the southern part to the 
northern part of LCA D1
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Sandstone outcrops and scarps 
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Lct e: steepLy unduLating foothiLLs and vaLLeys
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Historically cleared for settlement and agriculture such as grazing, crops and forestry, 

existing vegetation is dominated by eucalyptus woodlands and open forests, including 
areas of remnant vegetation and regrowth. 

• There are some isolated areas of remnant rainforests and scrubs, particularly associated 
with elevated areas containing basalts and other volcanic geologies, and often 
characterised by the presence of Hoop Pine (Araucaria cunninghamii). 

• There are relatively large contiguous areas of wet eucalypt open forests associated 
with higher rainfall areas near Crows Nest, Hampton, Perseverance, Palmtree and 
Ravensbourne with LCA D3 and D4). 

• Creeks and drainage lines within alluvial plains typically contain narrow fringing 
eucalyptus woodland dominated by Queensland Blue Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis), 
River She-oak (Casuarina cunninghamiana subsp. cunninghamiana) and Weeping 
Bottlebrush (Callistemon viminalis). 

• Contains both rolling hills to steep, sub-mountainous landscapes associated with the 
foothills of the Great Dividing Range, Cooyar Range, Blackbutt Range, Anduramba 
Range and Main Range (15-45%+ slope), and the lower-lying areas associated with the 
waterways and valleys within the Brisbane River and Lockyer Creek catchments (0-15% 
slope).

• Contains both elevated and low l landscapes associated with the upper and lower 
slopes of the eastern parts of, with elevations between 150m-550m AHD.

• Major soils are tenosols and sodosols, while smaller areas of vertosols and ferrosols 
also occur. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape containing isolated farmsteads, with the 

exception of urban and rural residential areas associated with the settlements.
• Contains Crows Nest, Cooyar and Yarraman. 
• Dominated by natural and agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native 

vegetations, with some limited areas of dryland and irrigated cropping on terraced 
valley plains within the upper parts of Cooyar and Emu Creek.

• Contains large areas of plantations, predominantly Hoop Pine (Araucaria cunninghamii) 
and some exotic pine, as well as managed native forests (DES, 2020).

• Key roads that traverse this landscape include the D'Aguilar Highway (A17), New 
England Highway (A3), Esk-Hampton Road (SR85) and Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80). 

• Contains dam infrastructure including large water supply infrastructure associated with 
Lake Perseverance and the Lake Cressbrook.

• Parts of this LCT are traversed by high voltage electricity transmission lines.

Key landmarks and features
• Iconic tree species including Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii), Bottle Trees (Brachychiton 

rupestris), Grass Trees (Xanthorrea spp.) and Weeping Bottlebrush (Callistemon 
viminalis) along waterways.

• National parks, including Crows Nest NP, which is a tourism attraction and offers 
outdoor recreation opportunities.

• Large dams used for water supply (Lake Cressbrook and Lake Perseverance).
• Large sandstone and granite boulders. 

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
northern and eastern parts of the 
Toowoomba Region, associated with the 
steeply undulating foothills and valleys to 
the east of the Great Dividing Range. 

These steeply undulating foothills and 
valleys are bounded to the west by LCT 
A, and to the east by landscapes within 
the Lockyer Valley, Somerset and South 
Burnett local government areas. 

There are five LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Cooyar Creek Steeply Undulating 
Foothills and Valleys (LCA E1)

• Emu Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills 
and Valleys (LCA E2)

• Maronghi and Ivory Creek Steeply 
Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA E3)

• Cressbrook Creek Steeply Undulating 
Foothills and Valleys (LCA E4)

• Ma Ma Creek Steeply Undulating 
Foothills and Valleys (LCA E5)

Location of LCT E within the Toowoomba Region 
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Ma Ma Creek Valley 

Cooyar Creek Valley 

Emu Creek Valley 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Vegetated peaks, elevated ridges, steeply undulating foothills and valleys, waterways 

and large water supply dams such as Lake Perseverance and Lake Cressbrook that are 
within this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic amenity value (8-10) in 
the TRSAS (refer Part C). 

• These finding are supported by the Scenic Amenity Study undertaken by Conics for 
Council in 2009 which identified Lake Perseverance as having regionally significant 
scenic amenity value.

• Expansive, elevated views are experienced when heading down the range towards 
valley floors towards other parts of this LCT. 

• Parts of this LCT (in particular LCA E1) have strong visual connectivity to landscapes 
within the Western Downs and South Burnett regions, including the forested uplands 
associated with the Bunya Mountains which are noted for their scenic amenity value. 

• Parts of this LCT (in particular LCA E3 and LCA E4) have strong visual connectivity to 
landscapes within the Somerset region, including areas noted as having high scenic 
amenity value. This includes elevated areas in the vicinity of Lake Cressbrook and 
Dwongwar SF, associated with Perkins Knob (387m AHD), Mount Sevastopol (530m 
AHD), and Round Mountain (459m AHD), to the south of and visible from Esk-Hampton 
Road (SR85), including in the vicinity of Ravensbourne NP, associated with Biarra Range 
and Sugarloaf (544m AHD), in the vicinity of Ringbarked Hill (471m AHD) and in the 
vicinity of Bernarkin SF. 

• Parts of this LCT (in particular LCA E5) have strong visual connectivity to landscapes 
within the Lockyer Valley region, including parts of the Great Dividing Range which are 
noted for their scenic amenity value. 

• Views from valley floors to elevated ridgelines and peaks associated with LCT A are 
often possible. This provides a sense of enclosure which is intensified in the upper parts 
of valleys. 

• Views to peaks within this LCT from valley floors are also important, particularly views 
from LCA C2 to elevated landscapes associated with Pechey Knob (656m AHD), Mount 
Japheth (664m AHD), Mount Ham (658m AHD) and Mount Shem (632m AHD).

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The national Australia's Country Way and local Dams Tour and High Country scenic 

routes and several identified motorcycle roads traverse this LCT.
• This LCT contains four scenic lookouts that provide broad expansive views across the 

surrounding landscape (including landscapes within adjacent LGAs) including Lake 
Perseverance Lookout, Dams Lookout, Crows Nest Falls and Koonin Lookout.

• The D'Aguilar Highway (A17), part of which is part of the Australia's Country Way scenic 
route and an identified motorcycle road, provides a key gateway to the Toowoomba 
Region from both the South Burnett and Somerset regions. 

• Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80), which is an identified motorcycle road is a key gateway to 
the Toowoomba Region from the Lockyer Valley region. 

• The Valley Road, Bluff Road, Maria Creek Road and Sebestapool Road all provide other 
minor gateways to the Toowoomba Region from the Burnett region and Somerset 
region. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very remote and often views are contained by surrounding ridgelines.

Picturesque rural valleys are surrounded by elevated ridgelines associated with the Great Dividing Range 
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Landscape Character Areas

Cooyar Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA E1)
This LCA contains landscapes within Cooyar Creek sub-catchment, which forms part of 
the Upper Brisbane River catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is highly variable, and includes basalt associated with the Main 
Range Volcanics, arenite-mudrock associated with the Marburg Subgroup, arenite 
associated with the Helidon Sandstone, mixed sedimentary rocks and mafites 
associated with both the Maronghi Creek Beds and Tarong Beds (DES, 2020) and areas 
of Quaternary alluvium. To the east of Yarraman granitoid associated with the Taromeo 
Igneous Complex and mafites associated with Gilla Volcanics occur. 

• The main waterway in the area is Cooyar Creek, the headwaters of which start on the 
Great Diving Range, while the headwaters of its two largest tributaries, Yarraman Creek 
and Rocky Creek start on the Cooyar Range (refer LCA A). 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 700 and 800 mm/yr, with elevated areas in the 
east and associated with the Cooyar Range and Blackbutt Range receiving more rainfall 
than the valley and the Great Dividing Range to the west. As a result, the upper parts of 
these waterways are generally ephemeral, while in the mid catchment the underlying 
igneous rocks (including extrusive volcanics and granites) often results in waterways are 
near permanent, contain waterholes and are incised into the landscape (DES, 2020). 

• Major soils are tenosols (bleached sands and shallow bleached loams), while small 
areas of sodosols (hard pedal red duplex soils and hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex 
soils), vertosols (brown and red self-mulching cracking clays) and ferrosols (red smooth-
ped earths) also occur. 

• Generally this area has been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation is extremely 
fragmented. Remnant vegetation includes areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, 
eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains and isolated areas of rainforests and 
scrubs (State of Queensland, 2020). The Palms NP contains an area of palm rainforest 
that is spring fed (DES, 2020).

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, with some limited dryland and 
irrigated cropping on the flats, particularly in the vicinity of Kooralgin along Cooyar 
Creek and near Yarraman along Yarraman Creek. Production and plantation forestry 
also occurs, however is typically more strongly associated with LCT A. This LCT contains 
Yarraman and Cooyar, as well as isolated rural properties and peri-urban areas.

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Yarraman, including Yarraman 
Station and Weir Park that has picnic facilities and amenities. This park also provides 
opportunities for bush walking and camping and is situated on the Brisbane Valley Rail 
Trail. 

• Yarraman SF contains Rogers Park which is a popular picnic and day-use area, and 
provides opportunities for bush walking, four-wheel-driving, trail bikes, horses and 
cycling along formed roads within the forest. Pidna NP and Pidna SF have no visitor 
facilities or designated walking tracks, however power line easements and formed 
roads provide access for informal nature-based recreation including bush walking and 
mountain biking. There is a private purpose built motocross facility near The Palms NP 
that provides camping. 

• The D'Aguilar Highway (A17) provides a key gateway to the Toowoomba Region from 
both the South Burnett and Somerset regions. 

Cooyar Creek, near Cooyar

Cooyar Creek, near Kooralgin

Cropping near Cooyar Creek, showing the Mount Binga Range in the background 

Cattle grazing near Cooyar Creek 

Undulating open grazing land 
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View to Grass Trees (Xanthorrea sp.) along a 
tributary of Emu Creek 

View from Pierces Creek Road across the Emu 
Creek Valley 

View from Pierces Creek Road towards Pechey Knob (656m AHD), Mount Japheth (664m AHD) and 
Mount Shem (632m AHD)

View towards Emu Creek from Pierces Creek 
Road showing Bottle Brush (Callistemon sp.)

View across the upper Emu Creek Valley where 
cropping occurs 

Emu Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA E2)
This LCA contains landscapes within the Emu Creek sub-catchment, which forms part of 
the Upper Brisbane River catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is highly variable, however is predominately defined by its hard 
underlying geologies. This includes granitoid associated with the Taromeo Igneous 
Complex, Woolshed Mountain Granodiorite, Crows Nest Granite, Eskdale Granodiorite 
and Djuan Tonalite and mixed sedimentary rocks and mafites associated with both 
the Maronghi Creek Beds and Tarong Beds and Sugarloaf Metamorphics (DES, 2020). 
In the upper part of the catchment, west of basalt associated with the Main Range 
Volcanics, arenite-mudrock associated with the Marburg Subgroup, arenite associated 
with the Helidon Sandstone, and areas of Quaternary alluvium occur. 

• The main waterway in the area is Emu Creek, the headwaters of which start on the 
Great Diving Range (DES, 2020) (refer LCA A). Due to the underlying geology, in upper 
parts of the catchment there are areas of alluvium, whilst in the middle and lower 
catchment Emu Creek is relatively confined, and generally characterised by gorges, 
waterholes and boulder bed streams (DES, 2020). 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 700 and 800 mm/yr, with elevated areas in the 
east and associated with the Blackbutt Range receiving more rainfall than the valley and 
the Great Dividing Range to the west; intense rainfall events can result in high flows, 
particularly through gorge sections.

• Major soils are tenosols (bleached sands and shallow bleached loams and shallow 
friable loams with rough-ped fabric) and sodosols (hard pedal red duplex soils), while 
small areas of vertosols (brown and red self-mulching cracking clays) and ferrosols (red 
smooth-ped earths) also occur. 

• Vegetation in this LCA has predominantly been cleared, with the exception of some 
isolated vegetated patches remaining on hills and elevated areas and that contained 
within gorges. Remnant vegetation includes areas of eucalypt woodlands to open 
forests, eucalypt open forests to woodlands on floodplains, isolated areas of rainforests 
and scrubs and acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands (State of 
Queensland, 2020). The Palms NP contains an area of palm rainforest that is spring fed 
(DES, 2020). There are contiguous strips of riparian vegetation which differs in width 
due to land use.

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, with some dryland and limited 
irrigated cropping on the flats, particularly in the vicinity of St Aubyn and Coalbank 
along Emu Creek and Bum Bum Creek. This LCA is sparsely settled and contains 
isolated rural properties.

• There are no public recreation facilities within the area, however the Bicentennial 
National Trail does pass through this area, following Waterhole Gully Road. This trail 
is accessible to bush walkers, cyclists and horse riders and a public camp ground 
is provided near the Emu Creek crossing. Whilst not within the Toowoomba Region, 
Bernarkin SF provides outdoor recreation opportunities and two public camping and 
day-use areas situated on Emu Creek to the immediate north of this area. 

• Valley Road provides a minor gateway to the Toowoomba Region from Blackbutt, a 
town within the South Burnett region. 
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Maronghi and Ivory Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys 
(LCA E3)
This LCA contains landscapes within the upper reaches of the Maronghi and Ivory Creek 
sub-catchments, which form part of the Upper Brisbane River catchment. Key relevant 
features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is predominately defined by granitoids associated with the 
Eskdale Granodiorite and to a lesser extent, the Crows Nest Granite (DES, 2020). To 
the southern extent of this area there are some areas of mixed sedimentary rocks and 
mafites associated with the Sugarloaf Metamorphics (DES, 2020). Bluff Mountain is a 
distinctive intrusive basalt peak and known as 'The Bluff'. 

• The main waterways in the area are Maronghi Creek, Anduramba Creek (which 
flows into Ivory Creek) and Maria Creek which is a tributary of Maronghi Creek. The 
headwaters of these creeks drain east off the basalt of the Anduramba Range near Bluff 
Mountain (521m AHD) (DES, 2020) (refer LCA A). Due to the underlying geology, these 
waterways are relatively confined, and generally characterised by incised channels, 
waterholes and gullies subject to erosion (DES, 2020). 

• Rainfall in this area is typically between 750 and 850 mm/yr, with elevated areas 
associated with the Anduramba Range receiving more rainfall than other parts of the 
catchment.

• Major soils are sodosols (hard pedal red duplex soils). 
• Vegetation in this LCA has predominantly been cleared, with the exception of some 

isolated vegetated patches remaining on hills and steep, elevated areas associated 
with the Anduramba Range and along waterways. Remnant vegetation includes areas 
of eucalypt woodlands to open forests and eucalypt open forests to woodlands on 
floodplains (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation. Small farm dams occur along 
drainage lines. This LCA is sparsely settled and contains isolated rural properties.

• There are no public recreation facilities within the area, however the Bicentennial 
National Trail does pass through this area, following Waterhole Gully Road. This trail 
is accessible to bush walkers, cyclists and horse riders and a public camp ground is 
provided near the Maria Creek crossing. 

• The Bluff Road, Maria Creek Road and Sebestapool Road provide minor gateways to 
the Toowoomba Region. 

View from Maria Creek Road towards Maria 
Creek 

View across the rural landscape 

View along Maria Creek Road near the boundary 
to the Somerset region

View from Maria Creek Road across the rural 
landscape 

View towards regrowth vegetation associated with a tributary of Maria Creek 
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View towards Cressbrook Creek Dam and 
the Somerset region from the edge of the 
Toowoomba Region 

View from the New England Highway (A2) 
towards landscapes within the upper parts of the 
Cressbrook Creek Valley new Crows Nest 

View of Crows Nest Creek from the Applegum 
Walk 

View from Esk-Hampton Road (SR85) towards 
landscapes associated with Perseverance Creek 

Cressbrook Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA E4)
This LCA contains the upper parts of the Cressbrook Creek sub-catchment, which form 
part of the Upper Brisbane River catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is varied, and is predominately defined by granitoids associated 
with the Crows Nest Granite and Eskdale Granodiorite, while there are some areas 
of mixed sedimentary rocks and mafites associated with the Sugarloaf Metamorphics 
(DES, 2020). In upper parts of the catchment, near Crows Nest and Hampton there 
are Arenite associated with Helidon Sandstone, Arenite-mudrock associated with the 
Marburg Subgroup and some limited areas of mixed volcanic and sedimentary rocks 
associated with the Cressbrook Creek Group. 

• The main waterways in the area are Cressbrook Creek, Crows Nest Creek and Bald 
Hills Creek and Perseverance Creek, the headwaters of which start on the Great Diving 
Range (refer LCA A). 

• Rainfall in this area is typically higher than the rest of the Toowoomba Region, and is 
typically between 800 and 900 mm/yr, with rainfall increasing to the south and east. 
Due to the steep topography and underlying geology, creeks tend to be narrow, 
incised, and generally have rocky bases (DES, 2020). These creeks drain into Lake 
Perseverance and Lake Cressbrook.

• Major soils are tenosols (bleached sands, shallow bleached loams and shallow friable 
loams with rough-ped fabric) and sodosols (hard pedal red duplex soils and hard pedal 
mottled-yellow duplex soils). 

• Whilst vegetation within the upper parts of the catchment near Crows Nest and 
Hampton that are less steep have been extensively cleared for agricultural land uses, 
the extent of vegetation is generally good throughout other parts of this area and 
includes large areas of remnant vegetation and regrowth. Remnant vegetation includes 
areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests, eucalypt open forests to woodlands on 
floodplains and wet eucalypt open forests, while there are pockets of rainforest in 
higher reaches of the sub-catchment (State of Queensland, 2020).

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and nature conservation, with 
large parts of the area protected within Crows Nest NP, which provides opportunities 
for bush walking and camping. Private land in the area also plays an important role 
in conserving significant areas of remnant vegetation, including areas such as Dingo 
Mountain Park. Some dryland cropping occurs to the west of Crows Nest. Small farm 
dams occur throughout the area, particularly in areas that support grazing and cropping. 
This LCA contains Crows Nest and rural residential properties and development, 
including peri-urban development and several short-stay accommodation options and 
wedding venues.

• There are several public parks in the vicinity of Crows Nest, including Bullocky's Rest 
and Hartmann Park, which provide bush walking trails (including the Applegum Walk), 
picnic shelters and tables and amenities. 

• There are also additional opportunities for outdoor recreation including at: 

 - Crows Nest NP - bush walking, camping, picnic tables BBQ facilities, amenities and 
scenic lookouts. 

 - Lake Cressbrook - paddle sports, boating, fishing, bush walking, camping, picnic 
shelters and tables, BBQ facilities and amenities etc. 

 - Lake Perseverance - bush walking, camping, picnic shelters and tables, BBQ facilities, 
a playground, amenities and scenic lookouts. Perseverance Aquatic Club facilitates 
some organised water-based activities. 

 - Dingo Mountain Park. 
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Ma Ma Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA E5)
This LCA contains the upper parts of the Ma Ma Creek sub-catchment, which forms part of 
the Lockyer Creek catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is predominately defined by arenite-mudrock associated with the 
Walloon Subgroup and Marburg Subgroup.

• The main waterways within the area are Ma Ma Creek and Heifer Creek, the 
headwaters of which start in the Great Dividing Range and are very steep (refer LCA A). 
This generally results in high water run-off, extremely rapid water flows and confined 
channels that appear ‘gorge’ like in places. 

• Rainfall in this area is lower than in other parts of this LCT, and is typically around 750 
mm/yr.

• Major soils are tenosols (shallow friable loams). 
• Some historic clearing has occurred within this area to support agricultural land uses, 

however it has been relatively limited due to the steep terrain. Remnant vegetation is 
dominated by eucalypt woodlands to open forests, with some areas of eucalypt open 
forest to woodlands on floodplains and isolated patches of rainforests and scrubs and 
wet eucalypt open forests. There are significant areas of regrowth. 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, with some very limited cropping 
that occurs along Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80). Small farm dams occur along drainage 
lines. This LCA is sparsely settled and contains isolated rural properties.

• There are no public recreation facilities within the area, however the Heifer Creek Camp 
ground is situated in close proximity to the boundary of the local government area.

• Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80) provides a local gateway to the Toowoomba Region from 
the Locker Valley region. 

Typical road bridge infrastructure 

Large sandstone outcrops within Lagoon Creek 

View along Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80) near 
Heifer Creek Crossing No. 5 

View from Lagoon Creek Road towards isolated 
rural homesteads 

View from Macginley Road towards Main Paradise Range and Twin Hills (628m AHD) within the 
Lockyer Valley region 
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View along Gatton-Clifton Road (SR80), a local gateway to the Toowoomba Region
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Lct f: aLLuviaL fLoodpLain riparian corridor 
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• The extent and quality of vegetation along waterways varies, with some having 

relatively intact riparian vegetation while others are denuded. This typically corresponds 
to adjacent land uses and landform, with upper areas of these waterways tending to be 
more intact than lower lying areas which are more constrained. 

• There are some isolated instances where floodplain vegetation has been left relatively 
intact or revegetated (e.g. near Bowenville Reserve). 

• Areas of remnant vegetation are typical of the Queensland blue gum, river red gum and 
Moreton Bay Ash woodland vegetation communities (DNR, 1999).

• Associated with watercourses, drainage lines and associated terraces.
• There are high levels of erosion and the profile of waterways varies, from shallow 

waterways to waterways that are steeply incised with high banks and large headcuts 
(e.g. Gowrie Creek and the Condamine River). 

• Headwaters of these waterways start within the Great Dividing Range, and have been 
excluded from this LCT and are considered within LCT A. 

• These waterways and their associated floodplains (LCT G) experience both minor and 
major flood events that occur relatively frequently. 

• Major soils are vertosols. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally very limited development immediately adjacent waterways, with the 

exception of in the vicinity of Oakey where Oakey Creek passes through the town. 
• Many of these waterways are situated in close proximity to settlements, including: 

 - Quinalow and Maclagan, which are situated adjacent Myall Creek and are subject to 
flooding. 

 - Cecil Plains, which is situated on higher ground to the west of the Condamine River 
so is flood immune. 

 - Cambooya, which bounded to the north by Hodgson Creek and experiences some 
flooding, particularly in the west of the township. 

 - Clifton, which is situated between Kings Creek and one of its major tributaries, Spring 
Creek on higher ground, so is flood immune. 

• Land uses adjacent these waterways are dominated by agricultural land uses, 
particularly dryland and irrigated cropping and grazing on native vegetation. 

• These waterways and their natural water flows have been extensively modified by 
dams, weirs and water extraction for town water supply and irrigation.

• They are traversed in parts by rail and road infrastructure, which often provides viewing 
opportunities which are otherwise quite limited. 

Key landmarks and features
• There are no specific landmarks associated with this LCT. 
• Modifications including weirs and irrigation infrastructure. 

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located throughout 
the central and western parts of the 
Toowoomba Region, associated with the 
Condamine River and its major tributaries 
that flow from their headwaters in the 
Great Dividing Range through the basaltic 
uplands and across the alluvial floodplain 
areas. 

The upper parts of these waterways are 
bounded by LCT B, while their lower 
reaches are contained by LCT G. 

There are five LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Condamine River Alluvial Floodplain 
Riparian Corridor (LCA F1)

• Hodgson Creek Alluvial Floodplain 
Riparian Corridor (LCA F2)

• Kings Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian 
Corridor (LCA F3)

• Oakey Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian 
Corridor (LCA F4)

• Myall Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian 
Corridor (LCA F5)

Note: These major waterways have many 
tributaries that have not been included within 
LCT F, however should be considered as 
relevant. 

Location of LCT G within the Toowoomba Region 
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Lct f: aLLuviaL fLoodpLain riparian corridor 

Oakey Creek at Bowenville Reserve 

Rail Bridge crossing of the Condamine River 
(north branch) 

Oakey Creek near Jondaryan-Mount Tyson Road 
crossing 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• The Condamine River and its major tributaries that are within this LCT were identified 

as having very high or high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). It is 
likely that other waterways across the Toowoomba Region not included within LCT F 
would also have high or very high scenic value.

• 'Visual recreation' and 'cultural, spiritual and ceremonial values' are noted as being an 
environmental values associated with the Condamine River that require protection and 
are relevant to this study (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Close views to waterways and water are generally limited to road crossings or publicly 
accessible locations such as reserves. 

• The key value of this LCT is the role it plays in contributing to the backdrop of views 
from LCT G and the sense of visual enclosure it affords to the otherwise vast floodplain. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The national Adventure Way and Warrego Way and local Open Plains Country Drive, 

Steele Rudd, Farmers Country and Great Bunya Country scenic routes traverse this LCT. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally a relatively inaccessible landscape, most notable when crossed via road 

infrastructure. 

Heritage elements 
Queensland Heritage Register

• Jondaryan Homestead (600635)

During periods of low flow, persistent waterholes can still be discovered along the Condamine River
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Landscape Character Areas
There are five LCAs of this type within the Toowoomba Region associated with the major waterways that are part of the Condamine River 
catchment. These waterways have several common characteristics, including: 

• Their surface geology is comprised of Quaternary alluvium (State 
of Queensland, 2020). 

• Their headwaters start within the Great Dividing Range*.
• Rainfall is typically between 600 and 750 mm/yr, with elevated 

areas associated with the Great Dividing Range receiving more 
rainfall than areas to the west. The area around Myall Creek 
has the lowest average rainfalls in the Toowoomba Region, 
receiving less than 600mm/yr. in some parts. 

• These waterways and their associated floodplains (LCT G) 
experience both minor and major flood events that occur 
relatively frequently. 

• Major soils associated with these major waterways and their 
alluvial terraces are black self-mulching cracking clays (BRS, 2009). 

• These waterways have been extensively modified, with 
modifications to waterways including roads and associated 
bridge infrastructure, dams, weirs and irrigation infrastructure.

• Water from these waterways is used for town water supply and 
irrigation throughout the Toowoomba Region.

• Whilst many waterways naturally experience low flows during 
dry periods, natural flows have been significantly altered due to 
the presence of numerous dams and weirs, and the extraction 
of water by industry, irrigation and other land uses (State of 
Queensland, 2019). 

A brief description of each LCA and, where relevant, how it differs from the above general characteristics is provided below. 

* The headwaters of these waterways are generally steep and have been excluded from this LCT as they are considered within the broader context of LCT A.

Camp ground at Passmore Reserve situated on the banks of the Condamine River. 
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Condamine River Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor (F1) 
This LCA is associated with the main channels of the Condamine River and its riparian 
corridor, which is within the Condamine River catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA 
include: 

• The Condamine River is the largest waterway within the Toowoomba Region, and is 
comprised of its main channel and its north branch, which diverges from the main 
channel downstream of Ellangowan and re-joins the main branch near Cecil Plains.

• It has several tributaries including Hodgson Creek (LCA F2) and Kings Creek (LCA F3). 
• The headwaters of the Condamine River start within the Great Dividing Range near 

Mount Superbus (1372m AHD) which is within the Southern Downs region. 
• The river has several anabranches and off-stream wetlands that are connected during 

high-flow events (State of Queensland, 2011). Generally flows are intermittent and the 
river experiences extended periods of low or no flow during dry periods, resulting in a 
disconnected main channel and persistent waterholes that occur along its length. These 
waterholes are identified as High Ecological Value Waters as they provide aquatic 
habitat during extended periods of low or no flow and (State of Queensland, 2019).

• Extensive clearing within the adjacent floodplain (LCT G) has resulted in a very narrow 
area of remnant vegetation associated with the river channel that, while narrow, is 
generally relatively contiguous. 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by eucalypt open forests to woodlands on 
floodplains, generally dominated by Queensland Blue Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) 
and/or River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) woodland (RE 11.3.25 and 11.3.5) 
while Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) woodlands (RE 11.3.2) also occur and are the 
dominant vegetation type near the confluence of the Condamine River and Hodgson 
Creek (State of Queensland, 2020). Fringing eucalypt woodlands associated with RE 
11.3.25 are noted as being a matter of local environmental significance (RE, 2020). 

• Areas of high-value regrowth vegetation are very limited and generally the age of 
existing vegetation is very mature, with large amounts of dieback, high levels of 
senescence and limited recruitment of succession planting. 

• The predominant land uses that occur adjacent the Condamine River are dryland and 
irrigated cropping, while grazing on native vegetation occurs, but to a much lesser extent. 

• Several weirs are located along the river including the Cecil Plains Weir, Nangwee Weir, 
Wando Weir, Melrose Weir, Lemon Tree Weir, Yarramalong Weir and Talgai Weir.

• Water from the river is used for town water supply and irrigation. 
• The Condamine River is generally inaccessible, with the exception of Passmore Reserve 

and Yarramalong Weir that are free public camp grounds located on the banks of the river. 
• This area contains several MSES including: 

 - MSES regulated vegetation (essential habitat)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (100m from wetland)
 - MSES high ecological significance wetlands
 - MSES regulated vegetation (defined watercourse)
 - MSES wildlife habitat (special least concern animal)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category B - endangered or of concern)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category C- endangered or of concern)

Yarramalong Weir camp ground 

The Condamine River near Leslie Bridge Road 
crossing

The Condamine river (north branch) at 
Blanchview Road crossing

Yarramalong Weir 
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Hodgson Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor (F2) 
This LCA is associated with the main channel of Hodgson Creek and its riparian corridor. 
Hodgson Creek is a tributary of the Condamine River and is situated within the Hodgson 
Creek sub-catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Hodgson Creek has several tributaries, including Emu Creek and Umbiram Creek. 
• The headwaters of Hodgson Creek start within the Great Dividing Range near Bald Hill 

(643m AHD), northeast of Cambooya. 
• Extensive clearing within the adjacent floodplain (LCT G) and basaltic uplands (LCT B) 

has resulted in a highly denuded waterway, with almost no remnant vegetation, 
generally limited to a very small area of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) (RE 11.3.2) 
woodlands near the confluence of the Condamine River (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are no areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• Predominant land use that occurs adjacent Hodgson Creek is dryland cropping, while 

irrigated cropping and grazing on native vegetation does also occur, but to a much 
lesser extent. 

• Hodgson Creek is generally inaccessible, with the exception of two public parks within 
Cambooya situated on the banks of the creek - Rolleston Park and Paterson Memorial 
Park.

• This area contains some small areas containing MSES including: 

 - MSES regulated vegetation (defined watercourse) 
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category B - endangered or of concern)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category C- endangered or of concern)

Hodgson Creek near Clifton Road crossing 
showing weir infrastructure 

Hodgson Creek near Pittsworth-Felton Road 
Crossing (upstream of weir)

Hodgson Creek near confluence with the 
Condamine River 

Hodgson Creek near Pittsworth-Felton Road crossing (downstream of weir) showing typical road 
infrastructure 

Hodgson Creek near Paterson Memorial Park, 
Cambooya
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View towards Kings Creek and Kuhn Road 
crossing

Spring Creek (a tributary of Kings Creek) near 
Clifton and the Shannon Road crossing

Kings Creek near Kuhn Road crossing

Kings Creek near Clifton-Leyburn Road crossing

View towards Kings Creek from Gatton-Clifton 
Road (SR80)

Kings Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor (F3) 
This LCA is associated with the main channel of Kings Creek and its riparian corridor. 
Kings Creek is a tributary of the Condamine River and is situated within the Kings Creek 
sub-catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Kings Creek has several tributaries, including Spring Creek, Budgee Creek and Back 
Creek. 

• The headwaters of Kings Creek start within the Great Dividing Range near Glen Rock SF 
(within the Lockyer Valley region), southeast of Pilton. 

• Extensive clearing within the adjacent floodplain (LCT G) and basaltic uplands (LCT B) 
has resulted in a highly denuded waterway, with almost no remnant vegetation, 
generally limited to a very small area of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) (RE 11.3.2) 
woodlands near the confluence of the Condamine River (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are no areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• The predominant land uses that occur adjacent Kings Creek are dryland and irrigated 

cropping, while grazing on native vegetation does also occur, but to a much lesser 
extent. 

• Kings Creek is generally inaccessible, and there are no public parks or reserves 
situated on its banks.

• This area contains several MSES including: 

 - MSES regulated vegetation (defined watercourse)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category B - endangered or of concern)
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Oakey Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor (F4) 
This LCA is associated with the main channel of Oakey Creek and its riparian corridor. 
Oakey Creek is a tributary of the Condamine River and is situated within the Oakey Creek 
sub-catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 
• Oakey Creek has several tributaries, including Gowrie Creek, Westbrook Creek, Cooby 

Creek, Gomaren Creek, Meringandan Creek, Bloodwood Creek and Lagoon Creek.
• The headwaters of Oakey Creek start within the Great Dividing Range, east of Oakey. 
• The floodplain of Oakey Creek floods less frequently than that of the Condamine River 

due to the topography of the floodplain and the presence of a natural levee along the 
creek (State of Queensland, 2011).

• There is a spring in the main channel of Oakey Creek at Bowenville (State of 
Queensland, 2011). 

• Extensive clearing within the adjacent floodplain (LCT G) and basaltic uplands (LCT B) 
has resulted in a highly denuded waterway, with very limited remnant vegetation, 
associated with small areas of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) (RE 11.3.2, 11.3.17) 
woodlands and Isolated occurrences of native grasslands dominated by Queensland 
Bluegrass (Dichanthium sericeum) and/or Astrebela spp. (RE 11.3.21), which are noted as 
being of State biodiversity significance (DES, 2018). 

• There are some very limited areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• The predominant land uses that occur adjacent Oakey Creek are dryland and irrigated 

cropping and grazing on native vegetation, as well as residential and industrial land 
uses where the creek passes through Oakey. 

• Several weirs are located along Oakey Creek including the Oakey Creek Weir.
• Oakey Creek is generally inaccessible, with the exception of Bowenville Reserve (a free 

public camp ground) and public parks within Oakey that are located on the banks of the 
river within the Oakey Creek Linear Corridor.

• This area contains some small areas containing MSES including: 
 - MSES regulated vegetation (defined watercourse) 
 - MSES wildlife habitat (endangered or vulnerable) 
 - MSES wildlife habitat (special least concern animal)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category B - endangered or of concern)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category C- endangered or of concern)

Oakey Creek near Bridge Street (A21) crossing 
showing road and rail bridge infrastructure 

Oakey Creek near Rotary Park within the Oakey 
Creek Linear Corridor 

Oakey Creek near Jondaryan-Mount Tyson Road 
crossing 

Oakey Creek at Bowenville Reserve showing high value regrowth vegetation, interpretive signage 
and water extraction occurring

Oakey Creek near Jondaryan-Evanslea Road 
crossing 
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Myall Creek Alluvial Floodplain Riparian Corridor (F5) 
This LCA is associated with the main channel of Myall Creek and its riparian corridor. Myall 
Creek is a tributary of the Condamine River and is situated within the Myall Creek sub-
catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Myall Creek has several tributaries, including Cain Creek/Spring Creek.
• The headwaters of Myall Creek start within the Great Dividing Range near Mount 

Mocatta (825m AHD), north of Maclagan. 
• While clearing within the adjacent floodplain (LCT G) and basaltic uplands (LCT B) 

has impacted the extent of remnant vegetation, vegetation along Myall Creek and 
its terraces is generally more intact when compared to other creeks within this LCT, 
and includes some areas of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) (RE 11.8.15) woodlands 
and isolated occurrences of native grasslands dominated by Queensland Bluegrass 
(Dichanthium sericeum) and/or Astrebela spp. (RE 11.3.21), which are noted as being of 
State biodiversity significance (DES, 2018). 

• There are some areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• The predominant land uses that occur adjacent Myall Creek are dryland cropping and 

grazing on native vegetation, while some limited irrigated cropping and residential land 
uses occur near Quinalow and Maclagan, which are situated adjacent Myall Creek.

• Myall Creek is generally inaccessible, and there are no public parks or reserves situated 
on its banks.

• This area contains some small areas containing MSES including: 

 - MSES regulated vegetation (defined watercourse) 
 - MSES wildlife habitat (endangered or vulnerable) 
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category B - endangered or of concern)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (category C- endangered or of concern)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (essential habitat)
 - MSES regulated vegetation (100m from wetland)

View towards remnant vegetation (RE 11.8.15) 
along Myall Creek from Brymaroo-Irvingdale 
Road 

View to Myall Creek from Pechey-Maclagan 
Road in Quinalow 

View to vegetation along Myall Creek from 
Dalby-Cooyar Road near Maclagan

Myall Creek near Bowenville-Moola Road crossing showing remnant vegetation associated with  
RE 11.8.15, an endangered vegetation community

View towards Myall Creek and Bowenville-
Moola Road crossing
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Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
central western part of the Toowoomba 
Region, to the west of the Toowoomba 
plateau and basaltic uplands, associated 
with the alluvial valleys and fertile 
floodplains of the Condamine River 
catchment. 

The alluvial floodplain is predominately 
bounded to the south and west by LCT G, 
and to the north and east by LCT B. A small 
area southwest of Clifton interfaces with 
LCT H. 

There are three LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Condamine River Alluvial Floodplain 
Cropland (LCA G1)

• Oakey Creek Alluvial Floodplain 
Cropland (LCA G2)

• Myall Creek Alluvial Floodplain Cropland 
(LCA G3)

Lct g: aLLuviaL fLoodpLain cropLand 
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Sparsely vegetated, with vegetation limited to roadside shelter belts, gardens 

associated with isolated rural homesteads and riparian corridors. 
• Some areas of remnant vegetation typical of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) or 

Queensland Blue Gum (E. tereticornis) open woodland vegetation communities, along 
with some relatively small, isolated areas containing endangered native grasslands 
(DNR, 1999).

• Limited areas of Poplar Box (Eucalyptus populnea) and Moreton Bay Ash (Corymbia 
tessellaris) woodland with Wilga (Geijera parviflora) near Myall Creek (DNR, 1999).

• Broad, flat to very gently sloping alluvial plains and gently sloping valley floors. Typically 
< 1%, with lower slopes on the edges of the plain and within alluvial valleys between 
2-4% slope.

• Moderately elevated landscape associated with the upper Condamine River catchment, 
generally situated between 300-500m AHD.

• Few landscape features, with the exception of localised depressions associated with 
waterways and instances where riparian vegetation is intact, particularly associated with 
the Condamine River (refer LCT F). 

• Major soils are vertosols.
• This LCT is prone to extensive flooding.

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of residential areas 

associated with settlements and isolated rural farmsteads. 
• Contains Brookstead and Oakey, whilst Cecil Plains, Bowenville, Jondaryan, Cambooya, 

Greenmount, East Greenmount and Clifton are all situated on the edge of this LCT 
within LCT B. 

• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly dryland and irrigated with some 
isolated occurrences of grazing on native vegetation. 

• Traversed by significant rail and road infrastructure, including the Gore Highway (A39), 
Warrego Highway (A2), New England Highway (A2) and rail infrastructure associated 
with the West Moreton System, South Western System and Cecil Plains Branch Railway. 

• Presence of water bores for extraction of ground water for agriculture, industrial, stock, 
domestic and town water supply (Oakey and Brookstead). 

• Presence of large rural water storage dams (generally ring tanks), which are more 
common in areas that support irrigated cropping. 

Key landmarks and features
• Large agricultural infrastructure such a silos and agricultural sheds, that act as local 

landmarks (e.g. Brookstead silos). 
• Large irrigation dams and infrastructure.
• Isolated rural farmsteads, typically with gardens. 
• Jondaryan Woolshed tourist complex. 

Location of LCT G within the Toowoomba Region 
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Lct g: aLLuviaL fLoodpLain cropLand 

Endangered native grasslands can be found 
throughout the floodplain

Sorghum crop with distant views to elevated 
hills beyond

Highly fertile soils of the floodplain 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Waterways and dams that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or 

high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). It is however likely that 
many dams identified in GIS mapping would in reality not contribute to the scenic 
amenity of this LCT, due to the nature of their construction (often ring tanks) and limited 
accessibility of views to water. 

• Views towards surrounding forested peaks and ridgelines and elevated native forests 
contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT and assist with knowing where you are 
in an otherwise disorientating landscape, particularly views towards landscapes 
associated with:

 - LCT C - Darling Downs Forested Peaks and Ridgelines.
 - LCT J - Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines. 
 - LCT K - Elevated and Undulating Native Forests.

• Views towards vegetated riparian corridors provide some visual containment within an 
otherwise very open landscape, whilst also contributing to the scenic amenity of this 
LCT (refer LCT E). 

• Very distant views to elevated ridges associated with the Great Dividing Range, 
including the Bunya Mountains (which are not within the Toowoomba Region but do 
contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT) (refer LCT A). 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The national Adventure Way, Australia's Country Way, Warrego Way and local Open 

Plains Country Drive, Great Bunya, Farmers Country and Steele Rudd scenic routes 
traverse this LCT. 

• There are no formal scenic lookouts within the LCT, however several scenic lookouts 
within the Toowoomba Region provide views over this LCT, e.g. Mount Kingsthorpe. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very open and expansive. 
• Often a ‘mirage’ effect can be experienced which contributes to sense of vastness. 
• The experience of this landscape varies throughout the year, depending on crop 

management and seasonality (e.g. ploughed and fallow land versus crops ready for 
harvest, such as fields of sorghum and sunflowers). 

Heritage elements 
Queensland Heritage Register

• Jondaryan Woolshed (600633)

Heritage Places (Toowoomba Regional Planning Scheme)

• 4411 Toowoomba-Karara Road, Ellangowan (2/FEL/0068)

A variety of crops are grown across the floodplain, which varies with the season
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Landscape Character Areas

Condamine River Alluvial Floodplain and Valley Floor Cropland (LCA G1)
This LCA contains the alluvial areas contained with the floodplains and valley floors 
associated with the Condamine River, Hodgson Creek and Kings Creek and their 
catchments. Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• The surface geology varies slightly across this LCA, and includes Quaternary Alluvium 
(associated with areas adjacent the Condamine River, Kings Creek and their tributaries), 
Quaternary Colluvium (associated with areas adjacent Hodgson Creek and near Mount 
Tyson) and Late Tertiary - Quaternary Poorly Consolidated Sediments on the outer 
edges of the floodplain in the vicinity of Brookstead, Cecil Plains, Nangwee and near 
Bowenville. 

• Generally receives a significant amount of rainfall, with higher rainfall in the east and 
lower rainfall in the west. The average annual rainfall at Cambooya is 721mm, while in 
Cecil Plains it is 665mm (Bureau of Meteorology, 2021). 

• The dominant soils within this LCA generally consist of vertosols (deep black and grey 
cracking clays with bleached sands or loams over brown or black clays), which are 
cropped extensively and comprises perhaps the most important agricultural portion of 
the area (DNR, 1999 and State of Queensland, 1975). Soils in the vicinity of Brookstead 
vary slightly, and consist of deep, grey, cracking clays (DNR, 1999 and State of 
Queensland, 1975).

• The land use in this LCA is dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly dryland and 
irrigated farming, with some intensive areas irrigated cropping, particularly between 
Cecil Plains and Brookstead adjacent the Condamine River. 

• Residential development is limited to that associated with Brookstead, and isolated rural 
homesteads within the floodplain. 

• Generally feels very open and expansive, with the exception of areas associated with 
the Hodgson Creek and King Creek valleys that are visually contained by LCT B and 
have some views to LCT C, or areas in close proximity to riparian vegetation associated 
with LCT F. 

• Often a ‘mirage’ effect can be experienced in broader parts of the floodplain which 
contributes to sense of vastness. 

Typical isolated rural homestead within the 
floodplain surrounded by agricultural fields

Scarred Poplar Box Trees (Eucalyptus populnea) 
at Passmore Road Reserve 

Sunflower Fields near Cambooya 
Image: Chris Hicks - highly commended 'Love Your Local Landscapes' photography competition 2021
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Looking towards Gowrie Mountain and Mount 
Kingsthorpe from LCA G2

Vegetated hills provide visual interest and 
reduce sense of scale

Oakey Creek Alluvial Floodplain and Valley Floor Cropland (LCA G2)
This LCA contains the alluvial areas contained with the floodplain and valley floor 
associated with Oakey Creek and its catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• The surface geology varies slightly across this LCA and includes Quaternary Alluvium 
(associated with areas adjacent the Oakey Creek and its tributaries), Quaternary 
Colluvium (associated with areas adjacent Oakey Creek west of Bowenville) and 
Late Tertiary - Quaternary Poorly Consolidated Sediments on the outer edges of the 
floodplain in the vicinity of Bowenville, Jondaryan and upper parts of the valley near 
Goombungee. 

• Generally receives a significant amount of rainfall, with the average annual rainfall at 
Oakey, Jondaryan and Bowenville being 611mm, 633mm and 633mm respectively. 

• The dominant soils associated with the lower reaches of Oakey Creek (west of 
Jondaryan) are vertosols (deep black and grey cracking clays with bleached sands or 
loams over brown or black clays) which are cropped extensively, whilst areas in the 
vicinity of Oakey consist of chromosols (predominantly red or brown loams over red or 
brown clays) (DNR, 1999 and State of Queensland, 1975).

• The land use in this LCA is dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly dryland 
and irrigated farming, with some intensive areas irrigated cropping, grazing on native 
vegetation and isolated areas where intensive animal husbandry occurs. 

• There is existing and emerging residential development associated with Oakey and 
isolated rural homesteads within the floodplain. 

• Generally lower sense of expansiveness compared to LCA G1, due to proximity and 
visual interest provided by of elevated landscapes associated with LCT B and LCT C 
(particularly LCA C1 - C6) and riparian vegetation associated with LCT F. 

Large scale mosaic of arable cropland 

Black earths and vegetated tree belts along 
Myall Creek 

Myall Creek Steeply Undulating Foothills and Valleys (LCA G3)
This LCA contains the alluvial areas contained with the floodplain and valley floor 
associated with Myall Creek and its catchment. Key relevant features of this LCA include:

• The surface geology of this LCA is comprised almost exclusively of Quaternary Alluvium 
(associated with areas adjacent the Myall Creek and its tributaries), with some areas of 
Late Tertiary - Quaternary Poorly Consolidated Sediments and limited areas of Walloon 
Coal Measures and Main Range Volcanics in the vicinity of Bowenville. 

• Generally receives a significant amount of rainfall, with the average annual rainfall in 
lower parts of the catchment being around 640mm and upper parts of the catchment 
near Maclagan being around 610mm. 

• Soils adjacent Myall Creek area typically comprised of chromosols (bleached clay 
loams over black, grey or brown clays (hard-setting, texture-contrast soils) which are 
generally more suitable for improved or native pastures, whilst soils in areas northwest 
of Bowenville consist of vertosols (deep, grey, cracking clays), that area less suited to 
cropping than other parts of this LCT (DNR, 1999 and State of Queensland, 1975).

• The land use in this LCA is dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly dryland 
farming and grazing on native vegetations, with some very limited areas of irrigated 
cropping, which generally exist to support intensive animal husbandry that occurs 
throughout this area. 

• Residential development is limited to isolated rural homesteads within the floodplain. 
• Generally lower sense of expansiveness due to proximity and visual interest provided 

by elevated landscapes associated with LCT B and riparian vegetation associated with 
LCT F. 
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Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southwestern part of the Toowoomba 
Region, to the west of the alluvial 
floodplain associated with the Condamine 
River, associated with the shelving alluvial 
farmland between Cecil Plains and 
Millmerran. 

The shelving alluvial landscape is 
predominately bounded to the northeast 
by LCT G, and to the southeast by LCT L, 
LCT J and LCT I.

There is one LCA of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Cecil Plains and Millmerran Shelving 
Alluvial Farmland Mosaic (LCA H1)

Lct h: sheLving aLLuviaL farmLand mosaic 
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Somewhat vegetated, with dense vegetation along roadside shelter belts, riparian 

corridors and drainage lines. Northern parts of this area contain patches of remnant and 
regrowth vegetation that contribute to a farmland mosaic. 

• Flat to gently undulating plains to low rises (0-15% slope). 
• Moderately elevated landscape associated, generally situated between  

350-450m AHD, with the lowest elevations in the north associated with the Condamine 
River and its floodplain.

• Major soils include sodosols and kurosols.
• Parts of this area adjacent the Condamine River and its tributaries are prone to flooding. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of residential areas 

associated with settlements. 
• Contains Cecil Plains and some peri-urban development associated with Millmerran. 
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetation, dryland 

farming and intensive animal husbandry, with some smaller areas of irrigated farming 
(associated with feedlots and piggeries). 

• Presence of some large rural water storage dams (generally ring tanks), associated with 
areas that support irrigated cropping. 

• Contains the Commodore Peak Mine. 
• Contains the Millmerran Power Plant and is traversed by high voltage electricity 

transmission lines. 
• Traversed by significant rail and road infrastructure, including the Gore Highway (A39), 

Toowoomba-Cecil Plains Road, Millmerran-Cecil Plains Road and non-operational 
rail infrastructure associated with the South Western System and Cecil Plains Branch 
Railway. 

Key landmarks and features
• Large irrigation dams and infrastructure.
• Scattered areas of remnant and regrowth vegetation. 

Location of LCT H within the Toowoomba Region 
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Lct h: sheLving aLLuviaL farmLand mosaic 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Contiguous tracts of vegetation in more elevated parts of this LCT along with waterways 

and dams that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic 
amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). It is however likely that many dams 
identified in GIS mapping would in reality not contribute to the scenic amenity of this 
LCT, due to the nature of their construction (often ring tanks) and limited accessibility of 
views to water. 

• Where available, views towards nearby forested peaks and ridgelines associated with 
LCT K contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT. 

• Where available, views towards adjacent elevated native forests provide a backdrop 
and contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT (refer LCT K). 

• Views towards vegetated riparian corridors provide some visual containment, whilst 
also contributing to the scenic amenity of this LCT (refer LCT E).

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The regional level Rural Getaway tourist drive and local Open Plains Country Drive 

scenic route traverse this LCT. 
• There are no formal scenic lookouts within the LCT, however two nearby scenic 

lookouts provide views over this LCT; Commodore Peak Lookout and the summit of 
Mount Basalt. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Northern parts generally feel very remote and enclosed, due to strong shelterbelts 

along field boundaries and road and limited residential development. 
• Southern parts and areas where irrigated cropping occurs have similarities to LCT G.

Heritage elements
Queensland Heritage Register

• All Saints Anglican Church and Cemetery Yandilla (600722) 

Heritage Places (Toowoomba Regional Planning Scheme)

• 6942 Gore Highway (A39), Millmerran (2/MIL/0176) 

Pigs foraging in fields near Domville

Large open dryland cropping adjacent the 
Condamine River 

Scattered trees and open grazing land 

Patches of vegetation encroach upon agricultural areas 
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Landscape Character Areas

Cecil Plains and Millmerran Shelving Alluvial Farmland Mosaic (H1) 
There is only one LCA within this LCT, which contains landscapes associated with the 
shelving alluvial farmland that occurs between Cecil Plains and Millmerran, to the west of 
the Condamine River floodplain. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is comprised of areas of colluvium, with some areas of sedimentary 
rock associated with the Kumbarilla beds occurring within the western extents of the area 
(State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Condamine River catchment. Key waterways include Crawlers 
Creek, Pine Creek and Back Creek which generally flow in a northeasterly direction 
towards the Condamine River. 

• Rainfall is relatively consistent across the area and typically around 650 mm/yr, with 
more elevated areas near Millmerran receiving slightly more rainfall than other areas.

• Major soils include sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils and hard pedal 
black duplex soils) and kurosols (sandy pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) (BRS, 2009). 

• Generally clearing in this area has been extensive, with the exception of areas north of 
Millmerran adjacent Kumbarilla SF, Dunmore SF and Western Creek SF, where there are 
patches of remnant vegetation that are relatively intact.

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains and floodplains (RE 11.3.2, 11.3.4,11.3.14, 11.3.18, 11.5.1, 11.5.1a and 11.5.4), 
while areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests also occur in more elevated areas 
(RE 11.5.20 and 11.7.4). Callitris woodland - open forests (11.5.4a) occur within the western 
extents of the area adjacent Kumbarilla SF, Dunmore SF and Western Creek SF. Some 
very limited and isolated areas of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and 
shrublands (RE 11.3.17, 11.3.25 and 11.4.3) also occur (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some areas of high-value regrowth vegetation, particularly within the northern 
parts of the area. 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation, dryland cropping and intensive 
animal husbandry, with some smaller areas of irrigated cropping (associated with 
feedlots and piggeries). 

• Some large rural water storage dams and small farm dams also occur. 
• This area contains isolated rural properties and Cecil Plains. 
• There are no formal recreation facilities in this area.

Speers Creek near Owens Scrub Road showing remnant vegetation associated with RE 11.3.2/11.3.25. 

Wilkin Road north of Cecil Plains

Large dryland cropping areas with remnant 
vegetation occurring along waterways

Unnamed upper tributary of Grasstree Creek 
near The Turkey Road showing remnant 
vegetation associated with RE 11.3.2/11.4.3, an 
endangered vegetation community. 

Splitters Creek near Millmerran-Cecil Plains 
Road crossing showing remnant vegetation 
associated with RE 11.3.25/11.3.14
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Extensive view across LCT H from Millmerran-Cecil Plains Road 
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Lct i: forested and grazed traprock and sandstone hiLLs
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Relatively vegetated, with clearing limited to more gently undulating areas suitable for 

grazing. 
• Some relatively large and contiguous areas of remnant vegetation containing narrow 

leaved Ironbark (Eucalyptus spp.), Bull Oak (Allocasuarina luehmannii), Cypress Pine 
(Callitris spp.), Rusty Gum (Angophora costata) and Poplar Box (E. populnea) open 
forest, with smaller areas of Ironbark (Eucalyptus spp.) and Brown Box (E. brownii) 
woodland with Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa), Yellow Box (E. melliodora), Fuzzy Box 
(E. conica) and Wattles (Acacia spp.) (DNR, 1999).

• Rises and undulating to low hilly terrain on broad gently sloping to flat areas (0-15% 
slope), with low often gravel-strewn ridges and small hilly areas of rock outcrops (DNR, 
1999 and BRS, 2009). 

• Moderately elevated landscape associated with the upper Condamine River catchment, 
generally situated between 300-500m AHD.

• Major soils include sodosols, as well as small areas of vertosols and tenosols. These 
soils are of low to moderate fertility, which are not suitable for cultivation (State of 
Queensland, 1975). 

• In addition, the steep topography, stoniness and dispersive nature of soils further limits 
cultivation within this area (State of Queensland, 1975).

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of isolated rural farmsteads. 
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly low intensity grazing of native pastures 

which occurs on lower slopes, whilst natural vegetation remains on many of the steeper 
areas (State of Queensland, 1975), including within the small area of Bringalily State 
Forest that falls within the Toowoomba Region.

• Generally not suitable for cropping, with limited suitability for establishing and grazing 
sown pastures on the lower sloping, deeper soils.

• Contains very limited road infrastructure, limited to graded dirt roads. 

Key landmarks and features
• Contains waterways with riverine wetland or fringing riverine wetland (RE 13.3.4).
• Contains Yallamundi Lagoon, a large natural water body. 
• Contains the historical township of Kooroongarra. 
• Contains the historic Stonehenge Station. 
• Quite a visibly distinctive stony and rocky landscape. 

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southern part of the Toowoomba Region, 
adjacent the boundary to the Southern 
Downs region and associated with the 
northern extent of forested and grazed 
traprock and sandstone hills that extend 
south towards Stanthorpe. 

The forested and grazed traprock hills 
landscape is bounded to the north by 
LCT J, LCT H, LCT G and LCT, while the 
southern boundary is formed by the local 
government area boundary.

There are three LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Stonehenge Forested and Grazed 
Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I1)

• Ellangowan Forested and Grazed 
Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I2)

• Sandy Camp Forested and Grazed 
Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I3)

Location of LCT I within the Toowoomba Region 
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Native forests are dominant on hillsides 

Canning Creek near Kooroongarra 

Historical township of Kooroongarra 

Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Contiguous tracts of vegetation in more elevated parts of this LCT, in particular in 

the vicinity of Stonehenge and Kangaroo Mountain (514m AHD), Yallamundi Lagoon, 
waterways and dams that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or 
high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). It is however likely that 
many dams identified in GIS mapping would in reality not contribute to the scenic 
amenity of this LCT, due to the nature of their construction (often ring tanks) and limited 
accessibility of views to water. 

• Expansive views towards forested undulating hills associated with this LCT, including 
south towards Bringalily State Forest and areas around Mount Bodumba (624m AHD) 
within the Goondiwindi Regional Council local government area. 

• Some glimpsed views to LCT A from northern parts of this LCT. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• This area does not contain any scenic lookouts and is not traversed by any scenic 

routes. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very remote and isolated. 

Forested and grazed traprock hills in the southern part of the Toowoomba Region
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Stonehenge Forested and Grazed Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I1)
This LCA is associated with the traprock and sandstone hills in the vicinity of Stonehenge 
and Kangaroo Mountain (514m AHD). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is predominately comprised of arenite-mudrock associated with the 
Marburg Subgroup and sedimentary rock associated with the Texas beds that extend 
south and east into the Southern Downs region, with some areas of colluvium occurring in 
lower lying areas adjacent Canning Creek and Speers Creek (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within both the Condamine River and Macintyre Brook catchments. Key 
waterways include Canning Creek which flows in a southwesterly direction towards 
the Macintyre Brook and Speers Creek, which flows in a northerly direction towards 
Grasstree Creek, a tributary of the Condamine River. 

• Rainfall is relatively consistent across the area and typically between 600-650 mm/yr, 
with more elevated areas in the south adjacent the local government area boundary 
and areas in the east receiving slightly more rainfall than other areas.

• Major soils include sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils and, to a lesser 
extent hard pedal black duplex soils) as well as small areas of vertosols (grey self-
mulching cracking clays) and tenosols (dense loams) (BRS, 2009). 

• Generally clearing in this area has been limited to more gently undulating areas suitable 
for grazing, and there are large contiguous areas of remnant vegetation, particularly 
associated with steeper areas and areas with poor soils.

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.7.4, 11.9.9a, 13.3.4, 13.11.3, 13.11.3a, 13.11.3b and 13.11.8), while areas of eucalypt dry 
woodlands on inland depositional plains also occur in lower lying areas (RE 11.3.2, 11.5.1, 
11.5.1a, 11.5.4). Some very limited and isolated areas of acacia dominated open forests, 
woodlands and shrublands (RE 11.4.3) and eucalypt open forests to woodlands on 
floodplains also occur (RE 11.3.4) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some areas of high-value regrowth vegetation, particularly within the eastern 
part of the area. 

• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, while some limited dryland 
cropping and irrigated perennial horticulture occurs adjacent Canning Creek and 
Speers Creek. 

• Contains Yallamundi Lagoon and small farm dams also occur. 
• This area contains isolated rural properties. 
• A small area of Bringalily SF is within this area. Bringalily SF has no visitor facilities or 

designated walking tracks, however formed roads provide access for informal nature-
based recreation. 

View east towards elevated hills and endangered remnant vegetation associated with RE 13.11.3 from 
Nyora Road

Canning Creek near Stonehenge Road 
crossing looking towards endangered remnant 
vegetation associated with RE 13.3.4 

Stonehenge Station and historic site 

Cominos Olive Groves on Stonehenge Road

White Box, Narrow-leaved Ironbark, Queensland 
Blue Gum and Callitris woodlands (RE 11.9.9a)
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Narrow-leaved ironbark woodland (RE 11.9.9)

Looking west towards LCA I3 from Clifton-
Boundary Road 

Looking south to LCA I3 and LCA I1 from Clifton-
Leyburn Road

Looking towards LCA I2 from Clifton-Leyburn 
Road

Ellangowan Forested and Grazed Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I2)
This LCA is associated with a small area of traprock and sandstone hills in the vicinity 
of Ellangowan, which is situated to the north of the Condamine River, Kings Creek and 
Clifton-Leyburn Road. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is predominately comprised of arenite-mudrock associated with the 
Marburg Subgroup and Walloon Subgroup, while small areas of basalt associated with the 
Main Range Volcanics also occur (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Condamine River catchment, and does not include any key 
waterways, however includes several minor watercourses that drain in a southerly 
direction towards the Condamine River and Kings Creek, which are situated to the 
immediate south of this area. 

• Rainfall is relatively consistent across the area and typically between 650-670 mm/yr.
• Major soils include sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) and to a lesser 

extent vertosols (black self-mulching cracking clays) (BRS, 2009). 
• Generally clearing in this area has been limited to more gently undulating and lower 

lying areas adjacent waterways that are suitable for grazing. There are large, relatively 
contiguous areas of remnant vegetation.

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt woodlands to open 
forests (RE 11.9.9) and to a lesser extent acacia dominated open forests, woodlands 
and shrublands (RE 11.5.2a), while some limited areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on 
inland depositional plains also occur in lower lying areas (RE 11.3.2 and 11.9.7) (State of 
Queensland, 2020). 

• There are no areas of high-value regrowth vegetation.
• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, while some limited dryland 

cropping and intensive animal husbandry occurs in lower lying areas and on lower 
hillslopes. 

• Contains small farm dams. 
• This area contains the Clifton Golf Club and isolated rural properties. 
• There are no public recreation facilities within this area.

Sandy Camp Forested and Grazed Traprock and Sandstone Hills (LCA I3)
This LCA is associated with a small area of traprock and sandstone hills in the vicinity of 
Sandy Camp, which is situated to the south of Kings Creek, north of Dalrymple Creek and 
is traversed by Ryeford-Pratten Road. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is predominately comprised of arenite-mudrock associated with the 
Marburg Subgroup and a small area of sedimentary rock associated with the Texas beds 
(State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Condamine River catchment, and does not include any key 
waterways, however includes several minor watercourses that drain in a northerly 
direction towards the Kings Creek and a southeasterly direction towards Dalrymple 
Creek. 

• Rainfall is relatively consistent across the area and typically around 670 mm/yr.
• Major soils include sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) and to a lesser 

extent vertosols (black self-mulching cracking clays) (BRS, 2009). 
• Generally clearing in this area has been limited to more gently undulating and lower 

lying areas adjacent waterways that are suitable for grazing. There are large, relatively 
contiguous areas of remnant vegetation.

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt woodlands to open 
forests (RE 11.9.9) and to a lesser extent acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and 
shrublands (RE 11.5.2a) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some large areas of high-value regrowth vegetation.
• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, while some limited dryland 

cropping in lower lying areas and on lower hillslopes. 
• Contains small farm dams. 
• There are no public recreation facilities within this area.
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Lct J: open eLevated unduLating farmLand mosaic 
Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southern part of the Toowoomba Region, 
associated with the open elevated 
undulating farmland mosaic to the south of 
Millmerran. 

This area is bounded to the northeast by 
LCT H, to the southeast by LCT I and to the 
west by LCT L. The Goondiwindi region 
forms the southern boundary of this LCT. 

There is one LCA of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Bringalilly Open Elevated Undulating 
Farmland Mosaic (LCA J1)

Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Generally extensively cleared, with vegetation limited to roadside shelter belts, riparian 

corridors and drainage lines and small, isolated patches vegetation. 
• Gently undulating plains and dissected low hills, rises and ridges (2-15% slope) with flat 

areas associated with key waterways (0% slope). 
• Moderately elevated landscape associated, generally situated between  

300-500m AHD, with higher elevations associated with areas adjacent LCT K.
• Major soils include vertosols, sodosols, tenosols and rudosols.

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of residential and peri-urban 

development associated with Millmerran. 
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetation and 

dryland cropping.
• Presence of rural water storage dams. 
• Contains significant mining operations including the Commodore Peak Mine, as well as 

the Millmerran Power Station. 
• Traversed by significant rail and road infrastructure, including the Gore Highway (A39) 

and Millmerran-Inglewood Road and non-operational rail infrastructure associated with 
the South Western System. 

Key landmarks and features
• Contains agricultural infrastructure such a windmills, grain stores and agricultural sheds, 

that contribute to the rural character. 
• Contour banks are used on slopes to control erosion. 
• Small dams and infrastructure.
• Peaks associated with LCT K. 

Location of LCT J within the Toowoomba Region 
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Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Small areas of vegetation in more elevated parts of this LCT, waterways and dams that 

are within this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic amenity value 
(8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). It is however likely that many dams identified in GIS 
mapping would in reality not contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT, due to the 
nature of their construction (often ring tanks) and limited accessibility of views to water. 

• Views towards surrounding forested peaks and ridgelines and elevated native forests 
contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT, particularly views towards landscapes 
associated with:

 - LCT K - Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines. 
 - LCT L - Elevated and Undulating Native Forests.

• Views towards vegetated riparian corridors within this LCT provide some visual 
containment within an otherwise very open landscape, whilst also contributing to the 
scenic amenity of this LCT. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• The regional level Rural Getaway tourist drive and local Open Plains Country Drive 

scenic route, along with several other local drives around Millmerran traverse this LCT. 
• There are no formal scenic lookouts within the LCT, however two nearby scenic 

lookouts provide views over this LCT; Commodore Peak Lookout and the summit of 
Mount Basalt. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very open and expansive and rolling hills provide long viewing 

opportunities. 
• Generally visually accessible, particularly from main roads, however has limited public 

recreation opportunities with the exception of parks associated with Millmerran. 
• Dependant upon views to LCT K and LCT L for character and visual amenity. 

Back Creek near Millmerran Power Plant 
showing remnant vegetation associated with 
RE 11.3.2

Millmerran Power Station

View towards Commodore Peak Mine from 
Commodore Peak Lookout 

View across the open undulating farmland showing a diverse array of land use activities
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Bringalilly Open Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic (J1)
There is only one LCA within this LCT, which contains landscapes associated with the 
open elevated undulating farmland mosaic that occurs to the south of Millmerran. Key 
relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is generally comprised of areas of Quaternary colluvium and 
sedimentary rock associated with the Kumbarilla beds, with some areas of arenite-
mudrock associated with the Walloon Subgroup and Marburg Subgroup, sedimentary 
rock (MG-Ts), and some minor areas of Quaternary alluvium situated along the lower parts 
of Bringalily Creek, Nicol Creek and Mingimarny Creek (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Condamine River, Macintyre Brook and Weir River catchments. 
Key waterways include Bringalily Creek, Nicol Creek and Mingimarny Creek, which are 
tributaries of Canning Creek which flows in a southerly direction towards the Macintyre 
Brook, Bora Creek which flows in a northwesterly direction towards Western Creek, 
a tributary of the Weir River and Back Creek that flows in a northeasterly direction 
towards Millmerran and the Condamine River. 

• Rainfall is relatively consistent across the area and typically between  
620-670 mm/yr, with more elevated areas near Millmerran receiving slightly more 
rainfall than other areas.

• Major soils include vertosols (grey self-mulching clays) and sodosols (hard pedal 
mottled-yellow duplex soils), with smaller areas of tenosols (bleached sands with a 
colour B horizon), kurosols (Sandy pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) and rudosols (firm 
shallow siliceous loams) occurring in the western part of the area adjacent LCT L (BRS, 
2009). 

• Generally clearing in this area has been extensive, and the extent of remnant vegetation 
is limited to isolated patches of vegetation along waterways and adjacent LCT L. 

• Remnant vegetation in this area is varied and includes:

 - Isolated patches of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland depositional plains and 
floodplains (RE 11.3.2, 11.3.4, 11.3.14, 11.3.18, 11.3.25 11.5.1, 11.5.1a and 11.5.4)

 - Isolated patches of eucalypt woodlands to open forests (RE 11.5.20 and 11.7.4). 
 - Callitris woodland - open forests (11.5.4) occur within the western extents of the area 

adjacent Wondul Creek SF. 
 - Some isolated areas of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands 

(RE 11.9.5 and 11.4.3) also occur (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some areas of high-value regrowth vegetation, particularly along waterways. 
• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping, with 

some smaller areas of intensive animal husbandry and irrigated cropping (associated 
with areas of alluvium near Bringalily Creek). 

• This area contains significant mining operations including the Commodore Peak Mine 
and Chandlers Quarry, a small quarry is situated in the southern part of this area, as well 
as the Millmerran Power Station. 

• Some large rural water storage dams and small farm dams also occur. 
• This area contains isolated rural properties and the regional town Millmerran. 
• There are no formal recreation facilities in this area.

Bora Creek near the Gore Highway (A39) crossing, showing endangered remnant vegetation 
associated with RE 11.9.5

Bringalily Creek near Boola Creek Road crossing

Cattle grazing near Nicol Creek Road

Open, elevated grazing lands 

Stony and undulating open grazing and dryland 
cropping lands 
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Bringalily Creek near Boola Creek Road crossing showing remnant vegetation associated with RE 11.3.2
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Lct k: brigaLow beLt forested peaks
Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southern part of the Toowoomba Region, 
to the south of Millmerran. 

These peaks are contained within the 
broader undulating landscape associated 
with LCT J. 

There are three LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Captains Mountain and Commodore 
Peak Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks (K1)

• Mount Domville and Mount Emlyn 
Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks (K2)

• Pine Hill Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks 
(K3) 

Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Typically vegetated, generally consisting of eucalypt woodlands to open forests (RE 

11.7.4, 11.8.2a, 13.12.5, 11.9.9a and 11.9.5) or small areas of rainforest and scrubs (RE 11.8.3) 
on elevated peaks, while some smaller areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.3.18, 11.3.4, 11.4.10 and 11.5.1) and acacia dominated open 
forests, woodlands and shrublands RE 11.3.25, 11.4.3, 11.7.4, 11.9.5 and 11.9.7) also occur 
on the lower slopes and foothills (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some evidence of clearing for agricultural or extractive uses, particularly on the lower 
slopes and associated with LCA K2. 

• Generally associated with steep hills, mountains and slopes of basalt hills and mesas, 
varying from relatively shallow at the base to steep (15-45% slope) with the exception of 
LCA K3, which is a granite outlier. 

• Elevated landscape features situated within the broader Open Elevated Farmland 
Mosaic (LCT J), with elevations typically between 400-600m AHD, with Mount Domville 
being the highest point at 644m AHD.

• Major soils include vertosols, while some areas of sodosols also occur. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally limited development, with the exception of isolated rural residential properties 

that are typically situated on the footslopes of hills.
• Limited presence of infrastructure, limited to vertical elements associated with 

telecommunications infrastructure on Mount Domville.
• Dominated by natural and agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native 

vegetation and production forestry, with limited public access with the exception of 
access to Commodore Peak Lookout and Mount Basalt Reserve, which is managed by 
Council. 

• Includes the Captains Mountain Key Resource Area (KRA) (No. 163) which is situated on 
the western slopes of Commodore Peak and the Lavelle Road Quarry (Site no. 544665). 

• Is traversed by the Gore Highway (A39) and Kooroongarra Road, as well as several 
other local roads and roads associated with private properties. 

Key landmarks and features
• Peaks are often distinctive and are identifiable local landmarks e.g. Mount Domville. 
• Often presence of unique basalt screes (RE, 2020).
• Contour banks are used on the lower slopes to control erosion. 

Location of LCT K within the Toowoomba Region 
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Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Forested peaks and ridgelines associated with basaltic hills and mesas that are within 

this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic amenity value (8-10) in the 
TRSAS (refer Part C). 

• These finding are supported by the Scenic Amenity Study undertaken by Conics 
for Council in 2009 which identified the 'isolated peaks of Captains Mountain and 
Commodore Peak' as having regionally significant scenic amenity value.

• Relatively inaccessible landscape, with the exception of the Commodore Peak Lookout 
and Mount Basalt Reserve, which provides a walking trail to the summit that provides 
panoramic views towards other parts of this LCT as well as landscapes associated with 
LCT H, LCT I,LCT J and LCT L.

• More distant views are also possible from the summit of Mount Basalt towards 
landscapes associated with LCT A, LCT B, LCT C, LCT F and LCT G.

• Important views to these peaks from scenic lookouts include: 

 -  Views from Commodore Peak Lookout to Mount Domville, Mount Basalt and Mount 
Emlyn, within LCA K2).

 - Views from the summit of Mount Basalt within Mount Basalt Reserve to Commodore 
Peak (including West Ridge and South Ridge) with LCA K1, towards Mount Domville, 
Mount Emlyn with LCA K2 and towards Pine Hill, with LCA K3. 

• Other important views to consider include: 

 - Views from the summit of Mount Basalt within Mount Basalt Reserve towards LCT C, 
in particular Mount Russell, Mount Taylor, Mount Wyangapinni, Parkers, Mount Mallard, 
Scrubby Mountain, Gentlemans Seat and Mount Rubieslaw which are within LCA C15 
and Mount Kent, Mount Sibley and Kent which are within LCA C16.

Scenic lookouts and routes
• Views to this LCT are possible from the local Open Plains Country Drive scenic route. 
• This LCT contains a two scenic lookouts that provide broad expansive views across 

the surrounding landscape (including landscapes within adjacent LGAs) including 
Commodore Peak Lookout and the summit of Mount Basalt within Mount Basalt 
Reserve. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Provide open expansive views across the surrounding landscape from the summit of 

Mount Basalt. 
• Are distinctive and prominent features within the broader landscape context (LCT J), 

that contribute to the scenic amenity of the Toowoomba Region and act as local 
landmarks.

• Are visible from a long distance, with views possible from several other LCTs. 

View north from Mount Basalt, within Mount 
Basalt Reserve (LCA K2) 

View to Mount Domville (LCA K2) from within 
LCT J

View towards forested ridgelines associated 
with Commodore Peak and West Ridge (LCA K1) 

View from Mount Basalt towards Millmerran State Forest
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Captains Mountain and Commodore Peak Brigalow Belt Forested 
Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA K1)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Commodore Peak (613m AHD), West Ridge, 
South Ridge, Captains Mountain (609m AHD) and Domville SF, which are situated to the 
southwest of Millmerran, to the west of Millmerran-Inglewood Road, and traversed by the 
Gore Highway (A39). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Captains Mountains and Commodore Peak are tertiary basalt plateau remnants 
associated with the Main Range Volcanics, surrounded by sedimentary rock associated 
with the Kumbarilla beds (State of Queensland, 2016). 

• The major soils associated with Captains Mountains are moderately shallow grey 
cracking clays, while the major soils associated Commodore Peak are dark shallow 
porous loamy soils, shallow friable clays and shallow cracking clays. Red friable earths 
and shallow dark cracking clays also occur at lower elevations (BRS, 2009). 

• Remnant vegetation associated with these peaks is relatively intact and generally 
comprised of eucalypt woodlands to open forests (RE 11.7.4, 11.8.2a), with some smaller 
areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland depositional plains (RE 11.5.1) and acacia 
dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands (RE 11.3.25, 11.7.4, 11.9.5 and 11.9.7) 
that occur on the lower slopes and foothills (State of Queensland, 2020).

• There are some areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, while dryland cropping and 

perennial horticulture occurs on the lower slopes.
• The Captains Mountain KRA is situated on the western slopes of Commodore Peak. 
• Domville SF is situated on the eastern side of Commodore Peak and has no visitor 

facilities or designated walking tracks.
• Generally this area has limited public access, with the exception of Commodore Peak 

Lookout at the base of Commodore Peak which provides elevated views towards LCT J, 
including the Commodore Mine and the Millmerran Power Station. 

• These landscapes contribute to the setting of Millmerran and scenic amenity of the 
area, including views from the Gore Highway (A39), Millmerran-Inglewood Road, Mount 
Basalt Reserve and LCT J, LCT H and LCT G.

View towards Commodore Peak (LCA K1) from 
Millmerran-Inglewood Road 

View towards South Ridge (LCA K1) from 
Commodore Peak Road 

View towards Commodore Peak and West 
Ridge from near Millmerran 

View from Commodore Peak Lookout towards LCT J, the Commodore Mine and Millmerran Power 
Station

There are three LCAs of this type within the Toowoomba Region, described below. 

View towards West Ridge (LCA K1) from the Gore 
Highway (A39) 
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Mount Domville and Mount Emlyn Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and 
Ridgelines (LCA K2)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Mount Domville (644m AHD) and Mount 
Emlyn (591m AHD) (including Mount Basalt which is within the Council owned and 
managed Mount Basalt Reserve) which are situated to the south of Millmerran, to the east 
of Millmerran-Inglewood Road. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Mount Domville, Mount Emlyn and Mount Basalt are tertiary basalt plateau remnants 
associated with the Main Range Volcanics (State of Queensland, 2016). 

• The major soils are moderately shallow grey cracking clays that occur on peaks and 
upper slopes, while some dark cracking clays and various alkaline soils occur at lower 
elevations (BRS, 2009).

• This area has been extensively cleared and remnant vegetation is limited to very small 
areas of rainforest and scrubs (RE 11.8.3) on elevated peaks and isolated areas of acacia 
dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands on lower slopes (RE 11.3.25, 11.4.3 
and 11.5.20) that have very low levels of connectivity (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• There are some limited areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 
• Predominant land use is grazing on native vegetation, while dryland cropping occurs on 

the lower slopes. The Lavelle Road Quarry is within this area. 
• There are several communication towers situated on Mount Domville that is accessed 

via a pubic easement (however is not accessible to the public).
• Mount Basalt Reserve and the and the Mount Basalt Walking Circuit provides access to 

the summit which provides panoramic views across the surrounding landscape. 
• Mount Emlyn is on private property and is not publicly accessible. 
• These peaks (in particular Mount Domville due to its distinctive form) and the 

landscapes associated with them act as local landmarks and wayfinding devices. These 
peaks collectively contribute to the scenic amenity of the area, including views from 
Millmerran-Inglewood Road, Mount Basalt Reserve and LCT J, LCT H and LCT G.

View towards Millmerran Power Plant (within 
LCT J) from the Mount Basalt Walking Circuit

View towards Mount Domville (LCT K2) from 
LCT J

Basalt columns on the ridge of Mount Basalt 
(LCT K2) 

View towards Commodore Peak (LCT K1) from the summit of Mount Basalt (LCT K2) 

View towards Mount Basalt (LCA K2) from 
Kooroongarra Road 
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View from Millmerran SF towards Mount 
Domville (LCA K2) 

Millmerran SF access track (LCT K3) 

View towards Pine Hill and Millmerran SF (LCT K3) (LCT K1) from the summit of Mount Basalt (LCT K2) Granite within Millmerran SF (LCT K3) 

Vegetation on granite at Pine Hill 

Pine Hill Brigalow Belt Forested Peaks and Ridgelines (LCA K1)
This LCA contains landscapes associated with Pine Hill (504m AHD) and Millmerran SF, 
which are situated to the south of Millmerran, to the east of Millmerran-Inglewood Road. 
Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• Pine Hill is a granite outcrop associated with PRg-MG unit. It is bounded to the north by 
areas of colluvium (MG-TQs) and to the south by arenite-mudrock (Jurassic shales and 
sandstones) associated with the Marburg Subgroup (State of Queensland, 2016).

• The major soils are moderately shallow grey cracking clays that occur on peaks and 
upper slopes, while some dark cracking clays and various alkaline soils occur at lower 
elevations. Hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils also occur in the southern part of the 
area (BRS, 2009).

• Remnant vegetation is relatively intact and generally comprised of eucalypt woodlands 
to open forests (RE 13.12.5, 11.9.9a and 11.9.5), with some smaller areas of eucalypt dry 
woodlands on inland depositional plains (RE 11.3.18, 11.3.4, 11.4.10) and acacia dominated 
open forests, woodlands and shrublands (RE 11.9.5) that occur on the lower slopes and 
foothills of Pine Hill (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Predominant land use is production forestry/land within State forest.
• Most of the area falls within Millmerran SF, which has no visitor facilities or designated 

walking tracks.
• The area is unique in that it is a "topographic isolate of granite outcropping with a 

disjunct New England Tableland ecosystem outlier (13.12.5) encapsulated by Brigalow 
Belt ecosystems on sandstone" (DES, 2018).

• Pine Hill and the vegetated landscapes associated with Millmerran SF contribute to the 
scenic amenity of the area, particularly views from Millmerran-Inglewood Road, Mount 
Basalt Reserve and LCT J. 

• This area is noted as being of regional significance for its biodiversity values (DES, 
2018). 
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View from Millmerran SF towards Mount Emlyn (LCA K2) 
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Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southwestern part of the Toowoomba 
Region, to the west of Millmerran, 
associated with the elevated undulating 
native forests typically contained within 
Western Creek SF, Dunmore SF, Kumbarilla 
SF, Wondul Creek SF, Bulli SF and Wondul 
Range NP. 

It is bounded to the east by LCT H and 
LCT J and contains LCT M. The northern 
and western boundaries are formed by the 
Western Downs region, while the southern 
boundary is formed by the Goondiwindi 
region. 

There are three LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Western Creek and Dunmore Elevated 
Undulating Native Forests (LCA L1)

• Millmerran Downs Elevated Undulating 
Native Forests (LCA L2)

• Wondul Range and Bulli Creek Elevated 
Undulating Native Forests (LCA L3)

Lct L: eLevated unduLating native forests 
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Generally clearing in this area has been very limited, with the exception of some small-

scale clearing associated with rural residential properties within LCA L2, and remnant 
vegetation includes very large contiguous areas with high levels of connectivity.

• Gently undulating plains, dissected low hills and ranges, with ridges and 'jump-ups' 
(slight or abrupt low stony rises occurring within otherwise relatively flat country).

• Generally between 0-15% slope, with some isolated steeper areas, including in the 
vicinity of Mount Trapyard (487m AHD)). 

• Moderately elevated landscape associated with the upper areas of the Macintyre and 
Weir Rivers catchment, generally situated between 300-500m AHD, with the lowest 
elevations in the west associated with the Weir River and its tributaries.

• Major soils include sodosols, kurosols, tenosols and rudosols, while chromosols also 
occur.

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a very sparsely settled landscape, with the exception of rural residential 

development within the localities of Millmerran Downs, Millmerran Woods, Cypress 
Gardens, Forest Ridge, Wattle Ridge, The Pines and Condamine Farms. 

• Land use is dominated by extensive areas of State forest used for production forestry 
(including apiary), nature conservation (within Wondul Range NP), rural residential 
development (with LCA L2) and grazing on native pastures, which occurs in the eastern 
part of this area and on privately owned land. 

• Presence of some small rural water storage dams, which are more common within 
LCA L2 than in other parts of this LCT. 

• Generally contains limited infrastructure, however is traversed by several high voltage 
electricity transmission lines. 

• Generally road infrastructure is limited compared to other parts of the Toowoomba 
Region, however this area is traversed by the Gore Highway (A39). While several 
other local roads are present, particularly in the vicinity of LCA L2 which supports rural 
residential development, many of these are unsealed. 

Key landmarks and features
• Rocky ridgelines.
• Large, contiguous areas of forest, generally with Cypress Pine (Callitris spp.) present. 

Location of LCT L within the Toowoomba Region 
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Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• Contiguous tracts of vegetation in more elevated parts of this LCT, in particular in 

associated with ridgelines in the vicinity of Cecil Plains and Mount Trapyard (487m AHD) 
and waterways that are within this LCT were identified as having very high or high 
scenic amenity value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). 

• Generally views from this LCT to other parts of the Toowoomba Region are very limited 
due to its enclosed nature and the lack of publicly accessible and elevated vantage 
points, noting that power line easements and road corridors within State forested areas 
sometimes do provide viewing opportunities to LCT J and LCT K. 

• Where available, views towards forested ridgelines associated with other parts of this 
LCT contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• This area does not contain any scenic lookouts and is not traversed by any scenic 

routes. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally feels very isolated, remote and enclosed. 
• Relatively peaceful due to limited development and infrastructure. 
• Extensive areas of remnant vegetation communities that are visually distinctive and 

dominated by eucalyptus species and callitris. 
• Sense of 'wilderness', with opportunity for 'off the beaten track' experiences. 

View towards LCT K and high voltage electricity 
transmission lines which traverse State forest 
areas 

4WD access is generally required on formed 
roads within State forest areas 

Rocky ridgelines adjacent Sandy Creek Road 
within Condamine Farms

Parts of LCT L are relatively remote and contain very limited development and infrastructure
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Landscape Character Areas

Western Creek and Dunmore Elevated Undulating Native Forests (LCA L1)
This LCA is associated with the elevated and undulating native forests in the vicinity of 
Western Creek SF, Dunmore SF and Kumbarilla SF. Key relevant features of this LCA 
include: 

• The surface geology is predominately comprised sedimentary rock associated with the 
Kumbarilla beds that extend southwest into the Goondiwindi region and north into the 
Southern Downs region, with some limited areas sedimentary rock (T-NSB) occurring 
along the Weir River and Western Creek, and some minor areas of Quaternary alluvium 
(typically situated on the edge of LCT M) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is generally within the Macintyre and Weir Rivers catchment, however a small 
part of this area does extend into the Condamine River catchment. Key waterways 
include the Weir River and its tributaries, Western Creek, Paddy Creek and Bora Creek, 
which flow in a generally southwesterly direction. 

• Major soils are dominated by sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils), 
kurosols (sandy pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) and tenosols (bleached sands with 
a colour B horizon), while smaller areas of chromosols (hard pedal mottled-red duplex 
soils) and rudosols (firm shallow siliceous loams) also occur (BRS, 2009). 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.5.1, 11.5.1a, 11.3.14, 11.3.2 and 11.5.4), and to a lesser extent 
eucalypt woodlands to open forests (RE 11.5.20, 11.7.4, 11.7.6 and 11.7.7) and Callitris 
woodland to open forests (RE 11.5.4a) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some very isolated patches of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and 
shrublands remain (11.9.5), though these are typically more strongly associated with 
LCT M. 

• Predominant land use is production forestry, with apiary (bee keeping) sites occurring 
within State forest areas. 

• Presence of very limited and small rural water storage dams. 
• This area is traversed by several high voltage electricity transmission lines. 
• Western Creek SF and Dunmore SF have no visitor facilities or designated walking 

tracks, however formed roads provide access for informal nature-based recreation. 

View along Paddys Creek within Western Creek SF near Paddys Creek Road crossing

Western Creek SF and Paddys Creek Road

Dunmore SF Office site access 

View along Cecil Plains-Moonie Road that 
follows the northern boundary and dissects 
Dunmore SF 

There are three LCAs of this type within the Toowoomba Region associated with the elevated undulating native forests in the 
southwestern part of the Toowoomba Region. These forested areas have several common characteristics, including: 

• Rainfall is typically between 600-650 mm/yr, with the more 
elevated areas in the east receiving slightly more rainfall than 
areas in the west. 

• Generally clearing in this area has been very limited, with the 
exception of some small-scale clearing associated with rural 
residential properties within LCA L2, and remnant vegetation 
includes very large contiguous areas with high levels of 
connectivity.

• Due to the extent of remnant vegetation, there are only some 
very limited areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 

• Generally limited recreation opportunities, noting that Western 
Creek SF, Dunmore SF, Kumbarilla SF, Wondul Range NP, 
Wondul Creek SF and Bulli Creek SF have no visitor facilities 
or designated walking tracks, however formed roads provide 
access for informal nature-based recreation. 

• Development is typically limited to very isolated rural residential 
properties, with the exception of LCA L2 which contains rural 
residential development.  

A brief description of each LCA and, where relevant, how it differs from the above general characteristics is provided below. 
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Wylarah Grove Community Hall and tennis 
courts in Millmerran Downs 

Council rural residential skip bin site on the 
corner of Moffatt Road and Millmerran Woods 
Road

Olive Grove Cellar Door within Forest Ridge 

Rural residential property within Cypress 
Gardens 

Millmerran Downs Elevated Undulating Native Forests (LCA L2)
This LCA is associated with the elevated and undulating native forests in the vicinity of 
Millmerran Downs. Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is comprised of sedimentary rock associated with the Kumbarilla 
beds (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is within the Macintyre and Weir Rivers catchment. The key waterway within 
this area is Scrubby Creek, which flows in a northwesterly direction to join Western 
Creek. 

• Major soils are dominated by kurosols (sandy pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) 
rudosols (firm shallow siliceous loams) while smaller areas of sodosols (hard pedal 
mottled-yellow duplex soils) and tenosols (bleached sands with a colour B horizon) also 
occur (BRS, 2009). 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.5.1, 11.3.14 and 11.5.4) and eucalypt woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.7.4, 11.7.4c and 11.7.7) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some very isolated patches of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and 
shrublands remain (11.9.5) situated adjacent the boundary with LCT M. 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and rural residential 
development. 

• Presence of some small rural water storage dams.
• This area is contains rural residential development that occurs within the localities of 

Millmerran Downs, Millmerran Woods, Cypress Gardens, Forest Ridge, Wattle Ridge, 
The Pines and Condamine Farms. 

View south along Sage Road within Forest Ridge towards Cypress Gardens and landscapes 
associated with LCA L3 
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Wondul Range and Bulli Creek Elevated Undulating Native Forests 
(LCA L3)
This LCA is associated with the elevated and undulating native forests in the vicinity of 
Wondul Range NP, Wondul Creek SF and Bulli Creek SF. Key relevant features of this LCA 
include: 

• The surface geology is comprised of sedimentary rock associated with the Kumbarilla 
beds (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• This area is generally within the Macintyre and Weir Rivers catchment, however a small 
part of this area does extend into the Macintyre Brook catchment. Key waterways 
include Commoron Creek, which flows in a southerly direction and is a tributary of the 
Weir River. There are several tributaries of Bringalily and Canning Creek that flow in a 
easterly direction, before flowing south the Macintyre Brook. 

• Major soils include sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils), kurosols (sandy 
pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils) and rudosols (firm shallow siliceous loams) (BRS, 
2009). 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by large areas of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.5.1, 11.5.4 and 11.7.4c) and eucalypt woodlands to open forests 
(RE 11.5.20, 11.7.4, 11.7.4c and 11.7.7) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some very isolated patches of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and 
shrublands remain (11.9.5) situated adjacent the boundary with LCT M. 

• There are some small areas of shrubland on natural scalds on deeply weathered 
coarse-grained sedimentary rocks (RE 11.7.5).

• Remnant vegetation associated with RE 11.7.4c, 11.7.5 and 11.9.5 form part of a large 
tract of remnant vegetation containing perched heaths on sandstone with high species 
richness which are noted as being of regional biodiversity significance (DES, 2018). 

• Predominant land uses are production forestry (with apiary sites occurring within State 
forest areas), nature conservation (within Wondul Range NP) and grazing on native 
pastures, which occurs in the eastern part of this area. 

• Presence of very limited and small rural water storage dams. 
• The western most extent of this area is traversed by high voltage electricity transmission 

lines. 

Entrance to Wondul Range NP from Millmerran Woods Drive

Access road within Wondul Range NP 

Access road within Wondul Range NP 

View towards remnant vegetation associated 
with RE 11.7.4c within private land adjacent 
Wondul Creek SF 

Small rural dam within Wondul Range NP 
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View towards remnant vegetation associated with RE 11.5.4 within Wondul Range NP



139 Toowoomba Regional Council

Location and boundaries 
This landscape type is located in the 
southwestern part of the Toowoomba 
Region, to the west of Millmerran, 
associated with the enclosed elevated 
undulating farmland mosaic. 

This area is generally contained by LCT L, 
with this exception of a small part of its 
western boundary that is formed by the 
Western Downs region, and a small part 
of its southern boundary formed by the 
Goondiwindi region. 

There are two LCAs of this type in the 
Toowoomba Region:

• Cattle Creek and Dunmore Enclosed 
Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic 
(LCA M1)

• Western Creek and Bulli Creek Enclosed 
Elevated Undulating Farmland Mosaic 
(LCA M2)

Lct m: encLosed eLevated unduLating farmLand mosaic 
Key landscape character attributes 
Natural landscape elements
• Generally cleared, with dense vegetation along roadside shelter belts, riparian 

corridors and drainage lines and associated with 'jump-ups' (slight or abrupt low stony 
rises occurring within otherwise relatively flat country) and elevated areas. Patches of 
remnant and regrowth vegetation throughout this area contribute to a farmland mosaic. 

• Areas that once contained brigalow belah scrub have been extensively cleared and 
established to improved pastures, due to the associated highly fertile soils (vertosols). 

• Flat to gently undulating plains with some low hills, ridges and 'jump-ups' 
• Large flat areas (0% slope) with some areas between 2-15% slope. 
• Moderately elevated landscape associated, generally situated between 300-

400m AHD, with the lowest elevations in the north associated with the Weir River.
• Major soils include vertosols, sodosols and rudosols. 

Settlement and land use 
• Generally a very sparsely settled landscape, with development limited to isolated rural 

properties. 
• Dominated by agricultural land uses, particularly grazing on native vegetation and 

dryland cropping, while some limited intensive animal husbandry and limited irrigated 
cropping (associated with Opal Creek Feedlot) occur. 

• Presence of some (generally small) rural water storage dams. 
• Generally contains limited infrastructure, however is traversed by several high voltage 

electricity transmission lines. 
• Generally road infrastructure is limited compared to other parts of the Toowoomba 

Region, however this area is traversed by the Gore Highway (A39). While several other 
local roads are present, many of these are unsealed. 

Key landmarks and features
• 'Jump-ups' and rocky ridges. 

Location of LCT M within the Toowoomba Region 
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Identified scenic values, key views and view corridors 
• No areas within this LCT were identified as having very high or high scenic amenity 

value (8-10) in the TRSAS (refer Part C). Areas of contiguous vegetation and waterways 
however contribute at the local level to the scenic amenity of this LCT. 

• Generally views from this LCT to other parts of the Toowoomba Region are very 
limited, however, where available, views towards nearby forests associated with LCT L 
contribute to the scenic amenity of this LCT. 

Scenic lookouts and routes
• This area does not contain any scenic lookouts and is not traversed by any scenic 

routes. 

Experiential landscape qualities
• Generally visually accessible, but feels very private and enclosed (by LCT L). 
• Feels very undeveloped, with the exception of areas traversed by the Gore Highway 

(A39), high voltage power lines or containing telecommunications infrastructure. 
• Generally appears drier than other parts of the Toowoomba Region, which is 

exacerbated by the presence of sandy soils, jump-ups and rocky ridgelines. 

Open grazing land and views to LCT L from 
Cecil Plains-Moonie Road within LCA M1

View along the Gore Highway (A39) from within 
LCA M2

Rocky outcrops and sandstone ridges

'Jump-ups' are distinctive features within the broader flat to gently undulating plains



141 Toowoomba Regional Council

Landscape Character Areas

Cattle Creek and Dunmore Enclosed Elevated Undulating Farmland 
Mosaic (LCA M1)
This LCA is associated with the enclosed elevated undulating farmland mosaic in the 
vicinity of the localities of Cattle Creek and Dunmore. Key relevant features of this LCA 
include: 

• The surface geology is predominately comprised of Quaternary alluvium, with 
sedimentary rock (T-NSQ) occurring along the Weir River and Western Creek and some 
limited areas of sedimentary rock associated with the Kumbarilla beds, which is more 
typically associated with LCT L (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by patches of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.3.2, 11.5.1, 11.5.1a, 11.3.18 and 11.3.14), eucalypt woodlands 
to open forests (RE 11.5.20, 11.7.4 and 11.7.7) while very isolated patches of Callitris 
woodland to open forests (RE 11.5.4a) also occur (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some isolated patches of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands 
remain (11.9.5 and 11.7.2), which was the dominant pre-clearing vegetation community in 
this area. 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping, 
while some intensive animal husbandry does and limited irrigated modified pastures 
(associated with the Opal Creek Feedlot) also occurs.

Western Creek and Bulli Creek Enclosed Elevated Undulating Farmland 
Mosaic (LCA M1)
This LCA is associated with the enclosed elevated undulating farmland mosaic in the 
vicinity of the localities of Western Creek and Bulli Creek that is traversed by the Gore 
Highway (A39). Key relevant features of this LCA include: 

• The surface geology is comprised sedimentary rock associated with the Kumbarilla beds 
that extend southwest into the Goondiwindi region and north into the Southern Downs 
region (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Remnant vegetation is dominated by patches of eucalypt dry woodlands on inland 
depositional plains (RE 11.5.1, 11.5.1a, 11.5.4, and 11.3.14) and eucalypt woodlands to open 
forests (RE 11.7.4 and 11.7.7) (State of Queensland, 2020). 

• Some isolated patches of acacia dominated open forests, woodlands and shrublands 
remain (11.9.5), which was the dominant pre-clearing vegetation community in this area. 

• Predominant land uses are grazing on native vegetation and dryland cropping, while 
some production forestry does occur within State forests contained within this area.

Areas of dryland cropping within LCA M1

View north from the Gore Highway (A39) 
towards LCA M2 and landscapes within LCT L 

High voltage power lines within LCA M1 

There are two LCAs of this type within the Toowoomba Region associated with enclosed elevated undulating farmland mosaic that 
occurs in the southwestern part of the Toowoomba Region. These farmland areas have several common characteristics, including: 

• This area is within the Macintyre and Weir Rivers catchment. 
Key waterways include the Weir River (within LCA M1) and its 
tributaries, including Burnt Brigalow Creek (within LCA M2). 

• Rainfall is typically between 610-640 mm/yr, with the more 
elevated areas in the east receiving slightly more rainfall than 
areas in the west. 

• Generally clearing in this area has been extensive, particularly in 
areas containing vertosols that once supported brigalow-belah 
scrub. Remnant vegetation is patchy and typically associated with 
watercourses and areas containing jump-ups and rocky outcrops. 

• There are some limited areas of high-value regrowth vegetation. 

• Major soils include vertosols (grey self-mulching cracking clays), 
sodosols (hard pedal mottled-yellow duplex soils and, to a 
lesser extent hard pedal black duplex soils that occur in LCA 
M1), while small areas of rudosols (firm shallow siliceous loams) 
also occur (BRS, 2009).

• These areas are traversed by high voltage electricity 
transmission lines and contain small rural water storage dams.

• There are no public recreation facilities within these areas, 
however nearby State forests and national parks provide access 
for informal nature-based recreation. 

• Development is limited to isolated rural residential properties. 

A brief description of each LCA and, where relevant, how it differs from the above general characteristics is provided below. 
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'Jump-ups' are a key feature of LCT L and unique to this part of the Toowoomba Region




